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Cromar History Group Newsletter One    1994 

Update on what has been happening Editor 1 7 12074 

Evening Meetings Series Editor 1 7 12074 

CHG Visit to Montgarrie Meal Mill Editor 1 7 12074 

Core Group Report Editor 2 8 12074 

Request for information Editor 2 8 12074 

Can you design a logo? Editor 2 8 12074 

Fieldwalking Programme - Progress Report Editor 3 9 12074 

Future Activities Editor 3 9 12074 

Don't just sit there reading this newsletter - YOU can be a historian too! Editor 3 9 12074 

Other local groups which may be of interest Editor 4 10 12074 
 

Cromar History Group Newsletter Two    1995 

Current History Group activities Editor 1 11 12075 

History Group visits Editor 2 12 12075 

Forthcoming events of interest to amateur historians Editor 3 13 12075 

Writing on the wall at Tillyduke Farm Editor 3 14 12075 

Peter Milne - the 'Tarland Minstrel' Sheila Stewart 4 14 12075 

Landscapes from the Ice Age to the present James Davidson 7 17 12075 

And a poem to finish! Anon 7 17 12075 
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Cromar History Group Newsletter Three    1996 

Tomnaverie project Editor 1 19 12076 

The Cromar History Group and its background Editor 2 20 12076 

The Roads of Cromar Ed Rattray 3 21 12076 

News items from 1866 issues of the Aberdeen Free Press Editor 5 23 12076 

Core Group field trips during 1996 Editor 6 24 12076 

Recollections of schools and schooling in Glengairn in the early 1800s Peter Craig 8 26 12076 

Can you help? Editor 10 28 12076 
 

Cromar History Group Newsletter Four    1997 
For Home and Country Joyce Marchant 2 32 12077 

Glengairn Revisited (June '97) Jim Farquhar & Peter Craig 4 34 12077 

Tomnaverie Stone Circle Update Editor 7 37 12077 

News Items from an 1894 issue of the Weekly Free Press and Aberdeen Herald Joyce Marchant 8 38 12077 

A Local Saying Jim Farquhar 10 40 12077 

The Disappearing Cairns Peter Craig 11 41 12077 

The Cromar History Group and its Background Editor 13 43 12077 

Excursion Reports 1997 Editor 14 44 12077 

 

 
Cromar History Group Newsletter Five    1998 

The Red Cross Organisation Joyce Marchant 2 48 12078 

Help! Editor  4 50 12078 
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Tarland’s By-gone Days Editor 4 50 12078 

The Defence of Scotland Project Ken Cooper 5 51 12078 

The Gow Stane Jim Farquhar 7 53 12078 

Tomnaverie Stone Circle Update Ken Cooper 8 54 12078 

A Visit to the Peel at Lumphanan JimFarquhar 9 55 12078 

Excursion Reports 1998 Ken Cooper 10 56 12078 

The East Town Displenism Alexander Keith 12 58 12078 

Rhyme Competition Jim Farquhar 13 59 12078 

The Bronze Age Settlement in Drummy Woods Nigel Healey 14 60 12078 
 

 

Cromar History Group Newsletter Six    1999 
Earlier Inhabitants of Drummy Nigel Healey 2 64 12079 

A Tarland Memory    Jim Farquhar 3 65 12079 

Logie Ruthven Moated Homestead Ken Cooper 3 65 12079 

The Cromar War Memorial Book Joyce Marchant 4 66 12079 

Summer Outing to Mulloch Michael Rattray 5 67 12079 

A Letter from Helen Keller Helen Keller 6 68 12079 

At House of Cromar Helen Keller 8 70 12079 

From Knockie to New South Wales  Dorothy Bremner 9 71 12386 

Archaeologists Have a Dig at Each Other in Orkney Hugh Cochran 11 73 12079 

What's in a Name? Editor 12 74 12079 

A Brief History of the Church in Tarland Joyce Marchant 13 75 12079 
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Rhyme Competition Jim Farquhar 14 76 12079 

Rhyming Competition Entry Robbie Adam 14 76 12079 

Tarlan's Howes Robbie Adam 15 77 12079 

Outing to the Mulloch Group and Cairn Hugh Cochran 16 78 12387 

Tomnaverie Stone Circle – A Progress Report Ken Cooper 17 79 12387 

Tarlan' WRI Drive Tae Stanehive  Miss Margaret Innes 18 80 12079 

When War Broke Out Dorothy Reid 20 82 12079 

What Really Happened to Macbeth? Alexander L Miller 22 84 12079 

Email From an ex-Tarland Loon  Alex Black 24 86 12079 
 

 
Cromar History Group Newsletter Seven    2000 

No Stone Unturned – Tomnaverie 2000 Nigel Healey 2 88 12080 

What’s in a name - Response Sheila Ross 3 89 12080 

A Traveller’s Friend Rita Barnes 4 90 12080 

The Cromar War Memorial Book: Part Two – The Nurses Joyce Marchant 7 93 12383 

Lighting Up The Village Peter Craig 11 97 12383 

Excursion to Upper Donside Sheila Ross 12 98 12383 

George Alexander Russell (1907 – 2000) Dorothy Reid 14 100 12383 

The Glentanar Hoard Hugh Cochran 16 102 12383 

The Drummy Woods Cairn Nigel Healey 19 105 12384 

Selected Extracts From The First Statistical Account Joyce Marchant 21 107 12384 

A Rural Body from WRI Records 24 110 12384 
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Photograph of the Unveiling of the Peter Milne Memorial Dorothy Reid 24 110 12384 

John George of Cromar from Sandra McRoberts 25 111 12384 

Jim Farquhar (1911 – 2000) Peter Craig 26 112 12385 

The Gow Stane Jim Farquhar 27 113 12385 

The Great Tarland Mail Bag Robbery of 1866  Peter Craig 28 114 12385 
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Cromar History Group Newsletter 8     February 2002 
The Village School A study of education in the area from its earliest beginnings Joyce Marchant 2 12082 

Howe O’ Cromar Observer Corps Photo and names of personnel in 1939 Don Turner 5 12083 

The Castle of Coull A summary of all that is known about Coull Castle Alistair Lilburn 7 12084 

Scottish Women’s Rural Institute, Tarland Branch 1922-2001 Some notes from the final gathering Joyce Marchant 9 12085 

A History of the Manse in Photos A glimpse into the history of this important local building Morna Stewart 10 12086 

A Rough Sketch of Farming in the Howe of Cromar Gleanings from Statistical Accounts and other sources Ken Cooper 14 12087 

A Vanished Local Industry A photographic record of the one-time industrial extraction of diatomite 
from Black Moss Peter Craig 17 12088 

The Old Military Road from Glaschoille Brae to Corgarff A description of this once important military route and its history Sheila Ross 22 12089 

Information Board A summary of recent CHG activities and project updates Editor 24 12111 

An 1884 Map of Tarland A detailed glimpse into Tarland’s layout in 1884 Peter Craig  24 12090 

Caff Davie of the Ordie A wonderfully told story about a well-kent local eccentric Elizabeth 
Gillanders 26 12090 

Photogallery Two photos from newspaper cuttings about local events Lorna McKechnie 27 12090 

Is Tarland Getting Wetter? Some local rainfall data from 1982 to 2000 Peter Craig 28 12091 

The Open Road A keenly observed poem by one of our local Doric poets Rob Adam 29 12092 
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Cromar History Group Newsletter 9     December 2002 

Margaret Anderson.. & Her Road-side Museum An article from the Fourth Deeside Field, 1929 Lady Aberdeen 2 12094 

Help Please! - 1 Requests for information from readers Editor 7 12095 

Tracking Down Tarland’s Timepieces Research into Alexander Proctor, a local clockmaker in the early 1800s Dorothy Reid 8 12095 

Going Up In The World A buried dry-stane dyke is revealed on Aberdeen Road Peter Lamont 12 12095 

Ian Bremner Some notes and a tribute to this Tarland emigrant Editor 13 12095 

Tarland At The Crossroads Some observations about Tarland as it appears on 18th century military maps Stan Howe 14 12096 

Interest Duly Whetted! An attempt to match a 1776 map of Tarland with its present layout Peter Craig 15 12097 

Pushing Back The Boundaries To 1750 A tracing from a 1750 map reveals original spellings for local farms and 
settlements Peter Craig 17 12098 

Glengairn Public School 1876 – 1949 Selected excerpts from school inspectors’ reports 
Elizabeth & Bill 
Gillanders & Joyce 
Marchant 

18 
12099 

Class Photo From Logie Coldstone School Early 1930s school photo with named pupils Dorothy Reid 20 12099 

Conversational Snippets Interesting memories recounted during conversations held at the Landfull 
exhibition  Ness McConachie 21 12099 

‘A Chiel Ca’d Faur’s Ma’ Many a wife will empathise with the sentiments expressed in this Doric 
poem 

Elizabeth 
Gillanders 22 12099 

Loch Kinord And Its Islands Sheila presents the results of recent researches Sheila Ross 23 12101 

Burning The Water For Salmon A 1926 newspaper cutting about local poachers From Adelene 
Allardyce 28 12101 

Help Please! – 2 A plea for information about Robert Ewan, merchant and spirit dealer Joyce Marchant 28 12101 

‘Aberdeen Man Was In On Earth-home Find’ A newspaper cutting about Tullich earth-house Don Turner 29 12102 

Items Extracted From ‘What’s In A Name?’ A ?1970s newspaper article about Tarland Ian Bremner 29 12102 

Photograph Of Caff Davie The photograph referred to in the article in Newsletter 8 Bill Gillanders 30 12102 

Gateways To History News of proposed walking routes Editor 30 12102 

Tomnaverie And…… Other Monuments Summary notes based on a video of Richard Bradley’s recent talk to CHG Peter Craig 31 12103 

Help Please! – 3 Can anyone help identify the people in these photos taken at New Kinord? Sandra McRoberts 
& Nigel Healey 33 12104 

The Chapel Of St Lesmo, Glen Tanar Some research into this wonderful chapel Joyce Marchant & 
Mildred Coutts 34 12105 

Is Tarland Getting Wetter? A follow-up to the article in Newsletter 8 Peter Craig 36 12105 
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A Cromar Worthy - Alexander Laing Some background to one of our more eminent local worthies Stan Howe 37 12106 

Royal Observer Corps Photograph Thanks to Mildred Coutts, Margaret Walker and Ness McConnachie, we now 
have names for all the men in this historically valuable photo Editor 38 12110 

The Diatomite Workings At Ordie More information comes to light about this ephemeral local industry Bill Gillanders & 
Peter Craig 39 12107 

Come And Join Us Cromar History Group and its activities Editor 39 12107 

Tarland’s Enigmatic Carved Stone Ball What Davie Souter dug up in his garden Peter Craig 40 12108 

The Cromar Steen A light-hearted explanation of the above stone Brian Black 42 12109 
 

Echoes From Cromar’s Past 10    2004 
Work – a brief history of employment in Tarland Originally inspired by gravestone inscriptions Janet Healey & 

Joyce Marchant 3 12113 

Alexander’s Diary A diary transcription detailing a voyage of emigration to Canada in 1845 – 
with additional notes 

Jim Craigmile and 
Peter Craig 10 12114 

Wish You Were Here  The first of several local postcards reproduced in this issue Gavin Crawford 19, 32, 41, 48 
and 51 

12114, 12119, 
12122,  

Ancient Cist on the Tam, Knocksoul, Tillypronie An extract from the diary of a Tillypronie gamekeeper Michael Rattray 20 12115 

What’s in a Name? – again! Some local place-names of Pictish and Gaelic origins Editor 20 12115 

The Barony of Auchtercoull  The history of Wester Coull Sheila Ross 21 12116 

Thomas Ord – famous circus equestrian artist The circus comes to Tarland in the early 1800s Sheila Ross 24 12116 

St Moluag  A historical account of Tarland’s saint transcribed from the internet Peter Craig 25 12117 

Tarland – yet often in ma thochts A nostalgic poem by a Tarland exile in Bishopton by Robert Fyfe 27 12118 

Those Were The Days! A cycle club poses for a photo at Aboyne old school Albert Calder and 
Don Turner 28 12118 

Dinnet – an incomplete painting An historical overview from an unpublished typescript Sheila Sainsbury 29 12119 

What a Hullabaloo! The story of the opening of the MacRobert Memorial Hall Dorothy Reid 33 12120 

Visit to Kincardine o’ Neil Church Some reflections on the construction of this important local landmark 
Hugh Cochrane 
and Alistair 
Urquhart 

39 
12121 

The Sugar Stane Dyke A curious local rhyme and its origins Editor 40 12121 

Robert Ewan or Ewen Some research inspired by old glass bottles Joyce Marchant 41 12122 

The Steam Mull A Doric poem about the once-common annual visit of a steam threshing mill Elizabeth 
Gillanders 42 12123 
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Eirde Houses in Strathdon Transcribed from the 1936 Lonach Gathering programme Gordon Ross 44 12124 

Tarland Souvenirs Photos and notes about souvenir pottery items Rachael Forbes 45 12125 

Drummy Ridge Archaeological Trail A draft excursion guide and map Peter Craig 45 12125 

Yet More Old Maps Some map extracts of Cromar as it was in the 1820s Tarland School 49 12126 
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Echoes From Cromar’s Past 11    2005 
Editor’s Piece Reflections on the content of this year’s issue Peter Craig 3 Not scanned 

The Tomachar Stone Comes In From The Cold Moving this symbol stone into Migvie kirk Michael, Deirdre & 
Maddy Rattray 4 12128 

The Water Clock At Loch-head The background to this once familiar local landmark Dorothy Reid 9 12129 

Dour Reminiscences and musings on a childhood visit to North Gellan Sheena Blackhall 11 12130 

Gilderoy MacGregor An account of the life of this infamous local cattle thief Royal Deeside 
website 16 12421 

Why don’t you….. ….donate to our Archive? Editor 16 12421 

Tribute To Bill Gillanders Of Dinnet We mourn the passing of this dedicated CHG member Sandra McRoberts 17 12131 

And why don’t you….. …. write a contribution to our next issue? Editor 17 12131 

A Chiel Ca’d Faur’s Ma We re-publish this poem inspired by Bill Elizabeth 
Gillanders 18 12100 

Tribute To Alistair Lilburn Of Coull Another sad loss to our community Peter Craig 19 12132 

Another old map! The original of the tracing published on page 17 of Newsletter 9 is 
discovered Peter Craig 19 12132 

Peter Milne – The Tarland Minstrel  Online biographical references to this famous local fiddler Peter Craig 20 12133 

Which smiddy? A local photo that we would like to identify Editor 22 12133 

John Gordon Sinclair  Biographical notes on the carver of Peter Milne’s memorial Jack Sinclair 23 12134 

Tarland school reunion 1987 A photo from a newspaper cutting Archive 24 12134 
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Extract From Serendipity Introducing a journey to Sri Lanka in search of links with Deeside tea 
planters of the 19th and 20th centuries Sheena Blackhall 25 12135 

Photogallery Two great photographs from our archives Archive 28 12135 

The Wearisome Ends Of The Earth An investigation into her father’s war service in Salonika Joyce Marchant 29 12136 

An Outing To Glenlivet An account of one of our summer excursions Rita Barnes 33 12137 

Lines On Tarland A recently uncovered poem written in 1934 Nell Mellis 35 12360 

Robert Morrison – King of the Granite Carvers The story of the sculptor of the Tarland war memorial Douglas Kynoch 37 12143 

Halls Of Residence By-names for some local mansions Sheila Ross 40 12144 

Tarland school photo dated 1923-24 Does anyone remember who’s who? Archive 40 12144 

Abyne Games An Ither Memries Reminiscences of a much-missed village elder Belle Green 41 12145 

From our archives One of our favourite photographs Archive 42 12145 

Tragedy At Loch Davan A sad tale from 1938 Dorothy Reid 43 12146 

Philanthropy In Tarland Researches into the Tarland Poor House Joyce Marchant 44 12147 

More from our archives Local businesses advertising their services – but when? Archive 46 12147 

Migvie Eirde House An account of the original excavation in 1862 Michael Rattray 47 12148 

John Calder of Mill of Gellan A newspaper cutting from 1885 June Riddell 49 12148 

Postscript To Trafalgar A local connection with the famous battle Dorothy Reid 50 12149 

Horses on strike? A posed ploughing match photograph Archive 51 12149 

How Archaeologists Can Disagree 
An essay exploring three very different professional interpretations of the 
same monuments in Orkney Hugh Cochran 52 12150 

‘We Twa’ golden wedding photograph A commemorative postcard Albert Calder 55 12150 

Extract From Ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland A snapshot of Tarland in the 1880s Stan Howe 56 12151 

Alexander’s Diary Revisited A reinterpretation of the route followed and other observations Stan Howe 57 12152 

It Could Hae Bin Waur A classic humorous poem in Doric – but who is it about?! Jim Bremner 58 12153 
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Echoes From Cromar’s Past 12    2006 
Editor’s Piece Reflections on the content of this year’s issue Peter Craig 3  

A Fragmentary History of Aspects of the Early Years of Tarland 
School   Part One – Early Beginnings Nigel shares the results of his ongoing research Nigel Healey 4 12142 

An Appreciation of the life of Gerda ‘Pytt’ Geddes The surprising life of an extraordinary lady Frank Woods 7 12154 

Two Country Tradesmen - George Bain 1866-1925 - Andrew 
Legge 1871-1940 Joyce investigates the lives of her two grandfathers Joyce Marchant 9 12155 

Their Memory Lingers On Filling in the background to local headstone inscriptions relating to war 
casualties  Dorothy Reid 12 12156 

On the New Temperance Hall at Tarland From an 1892 collection of rhymes James Smith 16 12157 

Burnside Road One of several snapshots from Sandy Farquharson’s photo album Jean Keeling 17 12157 

Archbishop Robert Machray - a classic example of a local ‘lad o’ 
pairts’ An early education at Coull School leads to a distinguished career in Canada Peter Craig 18 12158 

Life of Robert Machray, Archbishop of Rupert's Land (written by his nephew) Robert Machray 19 12159 

All in a Registrar’s Working Day Some of the lighter moments Rita Barnes 23 Not scanned 

A Thrashin’ at Bridgend A classic photo by Alexander Morren Archive 23 Not scanned 

Outing to Rhynie, September 2006 Sheila’s account of our outing to this fascinating area Sheila Ross 24 12160 

The Tarland Laws A traditional local rhyme Archive 26 12160 

A Fragmentary History of Aspects of the Early Years of Tarland 
School   Part Two – Attendance Nigel continues the story Nigel Healey 27 12161 

Barony of Cromar An unlikely item for sale on the internet Peter Craig 29 12162 

Ludovick Barrack and Family A wonderfully posed family portrait outside their Tarland shop Lorna Alexander 30 12162 

Changes in the Area Around St Lesmo’s Church from 1869 to 
1976 A summary of recent research carried out at various locations in Glentanar Hazel MacFarlane 31 12163 

In Memory of Logie Coldstone’s Heroes A poignant poem recently discovered by Jim Craigmile James H Thomson 37 12164 

Lowland Scotland in the Last Century An archive extract that mentions Tarland Blackwood’s 
Magazine 37 12164 

Isa Hurry A newspaper cutting tells the story a former Tarland resident Sandy Mellis 38 12165 

Rock Carvings – Research Near Culblean Roger looks closely at some curious rock features Roger Daly 40 12166 
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Castles in the Air What we know about local castles that no longer exist Sheila Ross 44 12167 

Another Cottage Scene Another photo from Sandy Farquharson’s album Jean Keeling 48 12167 

Four Snapshots with a Story to Tell When the cavalry came riding into Tarland Peter Craig 49 12168 

Hugh Gunn The military career of one of Tarland’s former head-teachers Wick Heritage 
Museum 51 12169 

Bee Boles A local example sparks some research Simon Power 52 12170 

Burn o’ Vat Postcard The tearoom/croft that pre-dates the Visitor Centre Jim Craigmile 54 12170 

 
Echoes 13     November 2007 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. Peter Craig 3 12172 

In Search of Peter Seeking Peter Milne’s grave Paul Anderson 4 12172 

Useful Web-links Links to RCHAMS and Aberdeenshire Archaeology sites Editor 6 12172 

Alec & Annie Sievwright A tribute to a remarkable Tarland brother and sister Sheila Ross 7 12173 

A Night to Remember! Photos and a special menu from the Sievwright Collection Archive 13 12174 

The Golden Wedding of Lord & Lady Aberdeen, 1927 Celebrated by tree-planting at the House of Cromar Dorothy Reid 16 12175 

1926 Postcard of Tarland War Memorial Our war memorial as it used to be Jim Craigmile 18 12175 

Upperton: The Life and Death of a ‘Fermtoun’ Detailed researches 
John Nisbet Joe 
Wallace 19 

12176 

Reminiscences of Kathleen Gordon From correspondence  28 12176 

The Life and Work of James Turner The story of an evangelical preacher from Peterhead James Davidson 29 12177 

Tell Me The Old, Old Story Moody and Sankey’s NE visit in 1874 Joyce Marchant 33 12178 

Casting Your Vote in Tarland pre-1832 Extracted from an old book Peter Craig 35 12178 

A Collection of Archive Items All relating to Tarland Free Church - from the CHG archive Archive 36 12178 

To Our Second Skinner A contemporary tribute to fiddler Alexander Innes – from the CHG archive Archive 38 12178 

Jokes Cracked by Lord Aberdeen From a book of that name published by Valentines of Dundee in 1929 Lord Aberdeen 38 12178 

When the Crematorium Was a Hotbed of Rumour The tale of a 1944 Aberdeen scandal 
Norman 
MacKenzie 39 

12181 
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The Ancient and Honourable Order of Wrights A memento of the Coldstone Lodge Jim Craigmile 40 12181 

James and Frances Forbes A personal recollection of a well-known Tarland couple  Dorothy Reid 41 12179 

It’s a Small World Linking Tarland and Kalimpong Stan Howe 44 12179 

Dining With the Earl of Mar in 1550 His eating habits uncovered through research Sheila Sedgwick 45 12180 

Australian Resident in Search of Tarland Ancestors Help required with family history Sandra McRoberts 47 12182 

A Lord Aberdeen Joke The first of two taken from the book mentioned on page 38 Lord Aberdeen 49 12182 

Something to Think About Reflections on the importance of History James Davidson 50 12182 

A Description of Tarland and Migvie in 1846 Extracts from a Topographic Dictionary of Scotland Stan Howe 51 12183 

From Alexander Morren’s Album of Tarland Views Two scanned images Joyce Marchant 52 12183 

The Rev. Dr. George Davidson A local 19th century minister, scientist and mechanic - from CHG archives Archive 53 12184 

Another Lord Aberdeen Joke The second of two taken from the book mentioned on page 38 Lord Aberdeen 53 12184 

Tarlan’ Market One of several Doric poems written in 1913 by ‘I. Will’ Jim Craigmile 54 12185 

Carved Stone Ball from Strathweltie Extract from The Proceedings of the Scottish Antiquarian Society, 1874 Archive 55 12186 

Last Word on the Water Clock at Loch-head An Evening Express article Archive 56 12187 

Local Rainfall Chart 1982 - 2007 Data from three local rain gauges Peter Craig 57 Not scanned 

Tarland School Photo For identification please Joyce Marchant 57 Not scanned 

Complete List of Contents of Issues One to Twelve Now you can see all that you may have missed in past CHG Newsletters / 
Echoes Editor 58 Not scanned 

Tarland’s Bygone Days Not forgetting our most successful publication Editor 63 Not scanned 

Peter and Ian Mitchell A taster of one of the Bygone Days interviews Joyce Marchant 63 Not scanned 
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Echoes 14     November 2008 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. Peter Craig 2 12203 

An Eerie Experience in a Tarland Glen  A new story 
Norman 
MacKenzie 3 12204 

Some Memories Of Tarland Shows Long Past With a photo-gallery of past shows Dorothy Reid 5 12205 

Tarland Businesses in the 1950s Information from advertisements in the 1950 Show Catalogue of Entries Archive 9 12206 

Aspects of the Early Years of Tarland School 
Parts 3 and 4 dealing with Curriculum and Domestic Matters - plus a bonus 
post-script to Part Two Nigel Healey 10 12207, 12208 

Schules an Sheep Faulds bi the Dee Reminiscences of distant school days Alistair Taylor 16 12209 

On The Earlier Antiquities Of The District Of Cromar, In 
Aberdeenshire An 1853 report of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland John Stuart 17 12210 

A Daughter's Tale 
Researches into the life of her mother in the early part of last century and the 
particular impact of World War One  Joyce Marchant 21 12211 

The Loons Fa Niver Grew Aul A moving account of the loss of two brothers during World War One Belle Green 24 12212 

The Survivor 
A poem reflecting on the grim realities of returning from World War One 
without the two brothers above Sheena Blackhall 25 12213 

Observations arising from previous articles Responses to articles from previous issues of the CHG Echoes Ken Glennie 26 12214 

The Old Manse Of Tullochmacarrick Another look at Glengairn in days gone by Sheila Ross 30 12215 

The Knowledge and Use of Scots Amongst Primary Pupils on 
Upper Deeside Extracts from an academic study Sheena Blackhall 34 12216 

Sporrans Researches into the history and evolution of sporrans Ian Taylor 39 12217 

Morven Jamie A well-remembered tale of this legendary cateran and his legacy Charlie Anderson 43 12218 

The Shore Porters Society 1498 - 2008 
A selective history of this fascinating Aberdeen Society inspired by seeing 
Founded in 1498 on their lorries Sheila Ross 45 12219 

An Expanding Village An early report on a map-based study of village housing  Peter Craig 51 12220 

The Minister, the Doctor and the Corpse Newspaper cuttings of an acrimonious exchange of views from 1880 Peter Craig 52 12221 
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Echoes 15     November 2009 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. Peter Craig 2 Not scanned 

Tarland Kirk A summary of many hours of research into these familiar ruins Joyce Marchant. 3 12223 

Folk who speak in Strathspeys Speaking out for a valuable, if not always valued, strand of NE heritage Paul Anderson 8 12224 

Roup at Galton, 1952 A local example of one of the farming community's great institutions Jim Craigmile 10 12224 

The  Royal  Shiels  Of  Deeside 
An illustrated journey round some of the Royal Family's favourite Deeside 
haunts Sheila Ross 11 12225 

CHG Field Trips And Visits An account of some memorable CHG excursions during 2009 Rita Barnes 16 12226 

The Mysterious Mrs Martin Resolving the mystery raised in the first article of last year's Echoes Dorothy Reid 18 12227 

A happy family group 
A moving photo in the light of subsequent tragic events - recently donated 
to our archives Archive 19 12227 

Donation of Postcard Collection 
One sample from James Harrold's recently donated collection of 120 Tarland 
area postcards Archive 20 12228 

A Wedding at Meadowley in 1900 Another photo of a large group of local folk that someone will know Jim Craigmile 21 12228 

The Reverend William Wallace O!  A humorous poem - and another mystery to solve Dorothy Reid 22 12229 

Hogmanay in Cromar Reminiscences of Hogmanay as a child Belle Green 24 12230 

The Send-Aff: St. Moluag's Kirk, Tarland A poem inspired by Belle Green's funeral Sheena Blackhall 25 12231 

Alex Blackhall - from Cabbage King to Barley King The story of one of Tarland's best-known larger-than-life characters Peter Craig 26 12232 

John Kellas and the Coldstone Car Hire Service A familiar sight in Logie Coldstone for several decades Graham Bruce 31 12233 

Monaltrie Estate in 1755 A description of Deeside life in 1755 - and a warning to amateur researchers Peter Craig 32 12234 

Logie Coldstone School Photo Only two missing names from this excellent school photograph 
Mrs Shearer, 
Banchory 36 Not scanned 

The Life of a Tarland Lass The story of Bessie Page (née Calder) as told by her son Bob Page 37 12236 

The History and Restoration of Poldhu Wells Look what was found in the woods! The story of a successful local project. Nigel Healey 42 12237 

The Lass o’ the Lecht A tragic local tale re-told Gibbie McIntosh 46 12238 

The Good Old Days??  Judge for yourself after reading this 1978 newspaper article Evening Express 48 12240 

A Tarland fire – and requests for information Some research nuggets and some questions John Morrice 49 12240 
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A local sawmill at ?Logie Coldstone One of many photos received from Jim Craigmile Jim Craigmile 50 12240 

Next time you whiz along the Gellan straight…… 
You might be amazed at what lies under the heather here - just look at this 
map Archive 51 12240 

Reminiscences of Cromar and Canada A revealing account of schooling in Logie Coldstone in the mid-1800s D R Farquharson 52 12241 

 
Echoes 16     November 2010 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. Peter Craig 2 12242 

Albert Calder  1938-2010 
Our tribute to a much loved and respected member of our Group and of our 
community Peter Craig 3 12243 

Flo in the Post Office Flo Strachan describes her long career in the Post Office 
Jan Healey & Katie 
Price 4 12244 

Flo’s Tarland Flo describes four decades of change in Tarland Jan Healey 6 12244 

A Tale Of Yesteryear The cautionary tale of an orra loon at Kincraigie in 1929 Robert L Fyfe 8 12245 

Apothecaries’ Hall and other memories A child’s eye-view of her father's pharmacy Sheila Ross 9 12246 

Pharmacy through the Years 
Sheila summarises the findings of her background research into the above 
article Sheila Ross 13 12247 

Detail from a postcard of Poldhu Wells This is how the wells looked originally Archive 15 12247 

A Visit To Dalmochie Lumberjack Camp An account of one of this summer's History Group trips Rita Barnes 16 12248 

Ballater Bridge during construction – and after Some archive gleanings prompted by discussions during the above trip Archive 17 12248 

The Annals Of The Free Church, Tarland How the parish of Tarland responded after the Disruption of 1843 Joyce Marchant 18 12249 

The Reverend William Wallace O!  The author of the poem in last year's issue is revealed Jean Milne 21 12249 

A Collection of Archive Items Items relating to the Tarland Free Church first published in issue 13 of Echoes Archive 22 12249 

A Tale Of Two Grandfathers 
Dorothy Reid remembers her two very different grandfathers - and learns 
something new Dorothy Reid 24 12250 

More Tarland School Photos Two photos from the early 1930s Alan Lamont 26 12250 

An Unusual Archive Acquisition Selected entries from a local grave-digger's notebook Jim Craigmile 28 12250 

Mary Barbara Russell (née Stout) 1912 - 2010 An appreciation of a former teacher  
Joyce Marchant 
and Dorothy Reid 29 12251 
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Harvest-time near Balglass A vintage photo Jim Craigmile 32 12251 

The Legend of the One-Eyed, Red-Haired Man A classic local tale from the Elphinstone Kist retold in Doric Les Wheeler 33 12252 

Local Lime Kilns A request for any information on these that our readers may possess Editor 35 12252 

Pride o' the Glen 
An archive photo of an amateur dramatic performance in the MacRobert 
Hall Archive 35 12252 

Reminiscences of Cromar and Canada, Chapter Fifteen 
A detailed account of manners and customs in Cromar in the mid 1800s as 
recalled by Donald Robert Farquharson who emigrated from Logie 
Coldstone in 1866 

Donald Robert 
Farquharson 36 12253 

Tarlan' WRI American Tea Another scandal that rocked the Tarland WRI in the 1920s Maggie Innes 43 12254 

Reminiscences Of Mrs Jean Borthwick The Tarland of around 1912 as seen through the eyes of a minister's wife Jean Borthwick 44 12255 

Another Tarland Postcard A superb and unusual view of the Square in the 1950s Archive 47 12255 

Tarland's Welcome Home Sale A rousing poem appealing for cash for homecoming WWII soldiers A J Watson 48 12256 

A Postcard of Morven from Tomnaverie Another vintage image Jim Craigmile 48 12256 

Cattle-lifting and Illicit Distilling An item from the 1936 Lonach Highland Games programme Gordon Ross 49 12257 

Keiselguhr Cottage, Ordie and Victoria Garage, Ballater The answer to a place name riddle and some unlikely connections Ken Glennie 50 12258 

More from Jim Craigmile’s Collection 
An old colour postcard of Poldhu Wells and a photo of his mother feeding 
her hens Jim Craigmile 52 12258 

Dynamite under the moss A 1970s newspaper article featuring Ordie Sheila Hamilton 53 12259 

The Battle of Culblean, 1335 The background to this significant victory for the Bruce dynasty Rob Gibson 55 12260 

Ordie Postcard An Ordie scene from long ago Archive 58 12260 

A Reminder of our Earlier Publications Even the early History Group publications are now history! Editor 59 Not scanned 

Hats, Bonnets and Moustaches 
A wonderful old photo of around seventy men gathered in front of the 
Aberdeen Arms Archive 60 Not scanned 
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Echoes 17     November 2011 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. Peter Craig 2 

12264 

A Daring Young Man In A Flying Machine The story of Willie Calder, Tarland's own Spitfire pilot Dorothy Reid 3 12261 

The Changing Scenes Of Life 
Joyce Marchant researches the lives of two of her great-grandparents in 19th 

C Aberdeen Joyce Marchant 6 12262 

Cattanach Of Bellastraid 
One of John Grant Michie's Deeside Tales (1872) about a murder at Milton of 
Logie John Grant Michie 10 12263 

Life in The Crofts of Drummy Taken from conversations with Peter Lamont Jan Healey 12 12265 

When was Gaelic last spoken regularly in Cromar? Some answers gleaned from a 1983 paper  
Adam Watson and 
R D Clements 15 12265 

Sustainable Living – in Glengairn in the 19th Century Extracts from The Dee From The Far Cairngorms by Ian Murray Ian Murray 16 12266 

An Excursion To Glenesk A geological journey through distance and time Michael Rattray 19 12267 

Those Were The Days A Tarland company's staff photo and the story behind it Editor 21 12267 

Lighting lamps and other jobs A conversation with Rob Adam Jan Healey 22 12268 

Great Crowns of Stone 
Details of a 'must have' definitive book about Recumbent Stone Circles by 
Adam Welfare Editor 24 

12268 

Coull Church Some notes on the history of Coull and its church from a talk Jane Geddes 25 12269 

George Gordon, the Tarland Blacksmith The poignant story behind a family photo Graham Bruce 30 12270 

The Sugar Steen Dyke 
A reprint of a short item in Echoes 10 relating to the unusual wall in Graham's 
photo Editor 31 

12270 

The Slochs o’ Carvie Working out the origins of this and other similar local landscape features Peter Craig 32 12271 

Galton Hairst in the 1890s A photo submitted by Gordon Anderson of Edinburgh Gordon Anderson 36 12271 

Malcolm Canmore in Cromar A wonderfully told tale from The Legends o' the Braes o' Mar by (1876) John Grant 37 12272 

Archaeological Notes for Migvie Castle 
Some information about the Castle mentioned in the above article as it is 
today 

Canmore 
(RCAHMS) 40 12272 

Bad Days in the Wild West A portrait of Tarland in the 1970s as observed by Sheila Hamilton of the P & J Sheila Hamilton 41 12273 

Doddie Milne's Day O' The Green 
A humorous poem by Jimmy Bremner about his mother-in-law's washing 
habits Jimmy Bremner 44 12274 
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Tarland School Choir in 1950  …… and 2000 Are you in either of the photos? Archive 46 Not scanned 

More From Gordon Anderson A Logie Coldstone photo and some questions Gordon Anderson 47 Not scanned 

 
Echoes 18     November 2012 

The Waulkmill Stone Circle Excavation A preliminary report on the surprising findings of this remarkable excavation Nigel Healey 3 12276 

An Orphan Boy Joyce Marchant researches the childhood of one of her grandfathers Joyce Marchant 7 12277 

Dorothy Reid  (1928 – 2012) A tribute to a greatly missed and valued member of our local community Editor 10 12278 

The ‘Cleansing’ Of Cromar And Its Aftermath A horrifying but largely forgotten episode in our local history Jim Forbes 12 12279 

Willie The detailed tragic story in Doric of one local WW1 volunteer Sheena Blackhall 16 12280 

William Robert Broomfield (1826 - 1828) Some new details about the life of this local hymn tune composer Joyce Marchant 21 12281 

The MacRobert Story 
Marion Miller's digest of her soon-to-be-completed book about an 
extraordinary family Marion Miller 22 

12282 

A Postman's Record Extract from the Deeside Field - no little red van for this postie Deeside Field 27 12282 

Scottish Mink Initiative 
Rita Barnes hangs up her waders and describes the background to this 
project Rita Barnes 28 

Not scanned 

A Loon Fae The Toon 
John Anderson recalls his childhood holidays at Loch-head with remarkable 
clarity John Anderson 29 

12283 

A classic old photo of the Square Showing coal being brought to the village by steam wagon Archive 33 12283 

CHG Outing to Crawton, Summer 2012 An account of a very enjoyable outing to this special place. Deirdre Rattray 34 12284 

Improving Conditions in Tarland A revealing extract from the New Statistical Account 
New Statistical 
Account 36 12284 

A Talented Tarland Loon 
Did you know of this Tarland connection?  Alan Lamont sets the record 
straight Alan Lamont 37 12285 

The Witch and Wizard of Tarland Anne Robson sorts fact from fiction in her researches into local lore Anne Robson 38 12286 

The Crofts of Drummy 
Jan Healey teases out the complicated history of this all-but-vanished local 
community Jan Healey 41 12287 

Another early photo of the Square A postcard from the collection donated by James Harrold Archive 50 12287 

The Auld Road To Drummie Jan Healey uncovers another Nellie Mellis poem Nellie Mellis 51 12288 
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Trees - The Unsung Heroes of the Battle of Trafalgar 
Sheila Ross follows up an intriguing reference on a wayside information 
plaque Sheila Ross 52 

12289 

Cromar History Group Outing to Auchtavan A report on another successful outing Anne Robson 55 12290 

A Happy Carrier Two light-hearted tales about a worthie from the Mearns who liked his dram James Inglis 56 12291 

Guile and the Gauger 
Whisky making in the Logie Coldstone area from Tales & Memories of Cromar 
and Canada 

Donald Robert 
Farquharson 57 12292 

Making Whisky Was Very Hard Work! 
How to make whisky in the traditional way - from Catholic Glengairn in the 
19th Century Rev. Mark Dilworth 58 12293 

A New Look At Some Old Stones 
Peter Craig looks at some stones worked by folk who lived here a long time 
ago Peter Craig 60 12294 

Farm Bothies – If Only Those Walls Could Talk! 
Sandra McRoberts indulges her fascination with old local bothies and their 
history Sandra McRoberts 63 

12295 

Crans Of Tarland Greg Cran from Canada is looking for more information for his family tree Greg Cran 67 12296 

Three Saints Associated With Logie Coldstone and Tarland The first of two articles about saints with local connections Hugh Cochran 69 12297 

Some Local Landscape Puzzles 
Peter Craig indulges his fascination for making up stories about rocks and 
landscapes Peter Craig 71 

12298 

Get Your Thinking Caps On Another school photo with faces to be identified Archive 73 Not scanned 

 
 

Echoes 19     November 2013 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. Peter Craig 2 

12299 

Cromar History Group All about us. Editor 3 Not scanned 

A Tarland Childhood Jean Still recalls growing up in Tarland in the late 30s and 40s. Jean Still 4 12300 

The Cromar Chronicle, 1959–1967 
Jim Forbes uncovers some gems from his father's weekly column in the 
Inverurie Advertiser. Jim Forbes 9 

12301 

The Cromar Chronicle, 8th May, 1959 A complete column by Jim's father from May 1959. James Forbes 12 12302 

Re-creating A Piece Of Tarland’s Cultural History 
Jan Healey reveals the story behind the recent production of The Doctor's 
Honeymoon. Jan Healey 13 

12203 
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Robert Burns, Exciseman And Poet 
Sheila Ross does some research and learns more about the man behind the 
myths. Sheila Ross 16 

12204 

The Stone Circle At Blackhills/Hillhead Nigel Healey tells us about this September's surprising excavation. Nigel Healey 21 12205 

The Rural Round 
A postbus trip in 1976 in the company of Charlie Ross and Pearl Murray of 
the Press & Journal. Pearl Murray 24 

12306 

This Is My Country - O, so tidy in Tarland 
Another 1970s Press and Journal feature about Tarland; this time by Cuthbert 
Graham. Cuthbert Graham 28 

12307 

A Classic Family Photo Of the Gibbon Family of Barglass Archive 29 12307 

A Trip To Scalan, Our Lady Chapel And Drumin Castle 
Les Ellis describes a very interesting CHG outing to Glenlivet and explores its 
Catholic past. Les Ellis 30 

12308 

A Grandmother’s Legacy 
Some oral tradition from Sheena Blackhall with songs her granny sang out in 
the parks. Sheena Blackhall 34 

12309 

Tarland Born And Bred? 
Nigel Healey reflects on what it is to be an 'incomer' - and how common they 
were in the past. Nigel Healey 35 

12310 

Captured In The Blink Of A Shutter 
It may be just a postcard, but Peter Craig explores the amazing detail 
captured in it. Peter Craig 36 

12311 

He Would Not Stay Away From Tarland 
One of the many court cases that gave Tarland the reputation of being a 
rough place. Archive 38 

12311 

A Fairmer’s Loon Fae The Toon 
John Anderson continues his recollections of his boyhood summer holidays, 
this time at Davan. John Anderson 38 

12312 

Memories Of Tarland 
Very different holiday memories; Charles Sim remembers visiting 
Cuttieshillock in the 1930s. Charles Sim 44 

12313 

Somethin’ Frae Sunty 
Mildred Coutts wrote this Doric piece thirty years ago, but it's final thought 
still resonates today. Mildred Coutts 46 

12314 

More Local Pictish Stones And Saints With Local Associations Hugh Cochran concludes his review of local Early Christian sites. Hugh Cochran 47 12315 

The “Curiosity Shops” Of Aboyne 
A most surprising description from 1888 of three local antique collections 
and their owners. Peter Grant 50 

12316 

A Tarland Family And A Kirk Elder Remembered 
Ian Farquarson explores his Tarland family connections and puzzles over one 
unexpected finding. Ian Farquharson 53 

12317 
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Echoes 20     November 2014 

Cromar History Group Update A summary of this year's History Group activities. Editor 3 Not scanned 

Editor’s Piece An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of 
articles. 

Editor 4 12318 

Hairry Hears Fae Hame 
One of Charles Murray's poems written in Doric during the fervour of World 
War One. Charles Murray 5 12319 

Fool’s Gold 
One of Sheena Middleton's poems written during a recent visit to WW1 
battlefields in Belgium. Sheena Blackhall 8 12320 

The Cromar War Memorial Book 
Every page of Alexander Morren's 1919 Cromar War Memorial Book 
reproduced in full. Alexander Morren 10 12321 

The Cromar War Memorial Book 1 
A reprint of Joyce Marchant's 1999 article exploring some of the background 
to Morren's book. Joyce Marchant 40 12322 

The Red Cross Organisation 
Joyce's researches the role of the local Red Cross branch in looking after 
wounded soldiers. Joyce Marchant 41 12323 

The Cromar War Memorial Book 2 
Joyce's 2nd article inspired by Morren's book, this time examining the work 
of local VAD nurses. Joyce Marchant 44 12324 

The Lighter Side Of War - 1 The first of four photos/cartoons; the others are on pages 50, 85 and 102. Online sources 47 
12324, 12325, 
12338, 12344 

Your Country Needs You! 
Nigel Healey describes the workings of the local WW1 Military Exemption 
Tribunals. Nigel Healey 48 

12325 

Alexander C Sim Charles Sim tells the story of his father's World War One service. Charles Sim 51 12326 

Wilson Bruce 
Charles turns his attention to the war service of his Uncle Wilson, a Gordon 
Highlander piper. Charles Sim 53 

12327 

Born in 1914 Jan Healey relates some of her family history that relates to the Great War. Jan Healey 54 12328 

Alexander McRobert of Douneside in the Great War 
Marion Miller shares some of her researches into the life of Sir Alexander 
McRobert. Marion Miller 57 

12329 

The Horse In World War One 
Sheila Ross pursues her personal interest in this topic and discovers an 
interesting book. Sheila Ross 60 12330 

Captain The Warhorse 
Sheila investigates the story behind one local horse that returned from the 
Great War. Sheila Ross 65 12331 
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Written Memories Of The Last Months  Of The 1914 1918 World 
War 

Rita Barnes discovers some of her mother's mementos of the time of the 
Great War. Rita Barnes 66 

12332 

Willie 
Sheena Blackhall's powerful story in Doric about one of her father's cousins 
who died at Arras. Sheena Blackhall 67 

12333 

The Survivor 
Sheena's poem about Willie's brother who survived, but was scarred for life 
by the conflict. Sheena Blackhall 72 12334 

A Vanished Local Industry 
A reprint of Peter Craig's review of online information about the diatomite 
workings at Ordie. Peter Craig 73 12335 

The Diatomite Workings At Ordie 
A reprint of Bill Gillanders' report on further documentation about local 
diatomite deposits. Bill Gillanders 78 12336 

Somethin' Frae Sunty - 2 
A photo from Mildred Coutts of Babbie who featured in her article in Echoes 
19. Mildred Coutts 78 12336 

The  Wearisome Ends O’ The Earth 
A reprint of Joyce Marchant's quest to learn more about her father’s war 
service.  Joyce Marchant 79 12337 

A Daughter's Tale 
Joyce turns her attention to her mother's career as a VAD nurse and reflects 
on her life. Joyce Marchant 83 12338 

Their Memory Lingers On 
A reprint of Dorothy Reid's researches into 200 years of military service by 
local soldiers. Dorothy Reid 86 

12339 

1926 Postcard of Tarland War Memorial A striking photograph of our war memorial seven years after it was erected. Archive 89 12339 

Robert Morrison - King of the Granite Carvers 
A reprint of Douglas Kynoch's Leopard article about the Tarland memorial's 
granite carver. Douglas Kynoch 90 

12340 

Hugh Gunn 
A reprint of a description of a museum display dedicated to this former 
Tarland headteacher. Hugh Gunn 93 

12341 

Alec and Annie Sievwright 
A reprint of part of Sheila Ross's account of the inspiring lives of these two 
Tarland folk. Sheila Ross 94 

12342 

Some Observations On Previous Articles 
A reprint of part of Ken Glennie's account of his family history as it relates to 
World War One. Ken Glennie 98 

12343 

Some Personal Reflections 
Your editor reflects on his responses to the many emotions stirred up by this 
year's commemorations. Peter Craig 101 12344 

At the Graves (1914-1918) A final poem from Sheena written during a visit to a battlefield cemetery. Sheena Blackhall 102 12344 
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Echoes 21     November 2015 

Cromar History Group Update A summary of this year's History Group activities. Editor 3 12345 

Editor’s Piece 
An editorial introduction to this year's articles with some thoughts about the 
future. Peter Craig 4 

12345 

‘In Cot And Castle’ The story of Dr Andrew Robertson, a prominent 19th century local citizen. Jim Forbes 5 12346 

Keeping Your Eyes Open An unusual relic in St Moluag's churchyard. Andrew Wilson 11 12347 

From Indego To Tarland Lodge Some episodes in the history of Tarland Lodge Simon Welfare 13 12348 

Two postcards from our archive 
An 1890s view of Tarland from Tomnaverie and Tarland School in its pristine 
glory. Archive 17 12348 

Droving Days Of The Past The history of droving, once so important in the economy of Cromar. Sheila Ross 18 12349 

Riding the Royal Highlander The days of stagecoaches on Deeside are brought to life. Ann Raeburn 28 12350 

The Life and Times of James Roger 1809-1896 
Joyce Marchant documents the life of one of her great grandfathers from 
Rhynie. Joyce Marchant 32 

12351 

Extracts from the Diary of Kenneth Matheson 
Some glimpses into the life and interests of a gamekeeper at Balronald in 
the early 1900s. 

From Deirdre 
Rattray 36 

12352 

Taran’s Wheel 
Drawing your attention to Jim Forbes's novel breathing life into the history 
of Cromar. Editor 41 

12352 

Tarland Translation Tongue-in-cheek Doric translations of offshore engineering jargon. Brian Black 42 12359 

CHG Excursions 2015 
Peter Craig's notes for historical excursions exploring parts of Glen Gairn and 
Glen Nochty. Peter Craig 43 

12353 

Breaking News!   The Old Kirk Belfry 
Some images of an iconic Tarland feature that we may not look up to much 
longer. Peter Craig 49 

12353 

The One That Got Away 
A reprint of an article by Ian R Mitchell about Duffdefiance, visited by the 
Group this year. Ian R Mitchell 50 12354 

Meet Our Ancestors 
Jan Healey & Joyce Marchant take a close look at the styles of gravestones in 
the Kirkyard. 

Jan Healey & Joyce 
Marchant 53 12355 

What the Papers said about Cromar 
Nigel Healey has been plundering the British Newspaper Archive for local 
old stories. Nigel Healey 59 12356 

A Time Of Change 
A minister at Kincardine o' Neil remembers rural life in his parish as it was 
before 1800. 

Old Statistical 
Account 61 12356 
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The Graceless Loon A poem about a youth once scorned by a beautiful Tarland lass. Marion Angus 62 12357 

The Balronald Thrash o’ 72 
A poem recalling a memorable visit to Balronald by Robbie Gibb’s thrashin’ 
mill. Brian Black 63 

12358 

Next time you whizz along the Gellan straight 
More evidence supporting Tarland’s claim to be Deeside’s oldest continuous 
settlement. Editor 66 12358 

 
Echoes 22     November 2016 

Cromar History Group Update 2016 Our chairperson reviews the Group’s activities this year . Veronica Ross 3 12361 

Editor’s Piece Your editor reflects on the pluses and minuses of the information revolution. Peter Craig 4 12361 

Before Alastrean 
Simon Welfare has searched the Haddo archives for the story behind the 
House of Cromar. Simon Welfare 5 12362 

Tarland’s Shops – as they used to be A look back at the amazing range of shops in Tarland 100 years ago. Joyce Marchant 14 12363 

The Mysterious Affair At Craigmyle 
Jim Forbes' nose for an interesting story with a local twist leads him to 
Craigmyle House. Jim Forbes 19 

12364 

Kinord Books 
Find out about the five books written recently by Jim Forbes and his wife 
Elinor. Editor 25 12364 

Bovaglie, Glen Girnock 
James Davidson explores the lives of the people that lived in this special 
place. James Davidson 26 12365 

Coull Cemetery Sheena Blackhall is moved to reflect on the words of a gravedigger. Sheena Blackhall 33 12366 

Outing To Ladieswell Blue Cairn And Knocksoul Burial Kist A very interesting CHG outing in July. Mike Rattray 34 12367 

Advancing Our Understanding Of Our Stone Circles 
Information about recently published reports based partly on local 
excavations. Editor 35 

12368 

The Mystery Of The Disappearing Children Deirdre Rattray recalls playing a magic trick on her children. Deirdre Rattray 36 12369 

Days o’ Wine An Roses Mary Munro shares vivid memories of visiting her grandparents at Pitline. Mary Munro 37 12370 

Dear Brother…. 
A letter written at Migvie in 1820 leads Peter Craig into some interesting 
research. Peter Craig 39 

12371 

Wirk 
An all too short account of Belle Green's experience on a farm when she left 
school in 1915. Belle Green 43 

12371 

2016 Cromar History Group Archive 
Les Ellis and Veronica Ross bring us up-to-date with the work of the Archive 
team. 

Les Ellis and 
Veronica Ross 44 

12372 
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A Secret Keepit Jimmy Bremner teases his interviewer in yet another Elphinstone Kist gem. Jimmy Bremner 47 12373 

Crossfold 
Paddy Heron and James Davidson express concern about the future of an 
unusual building. 

Paddy Heron and 
James Davidson 48 

12374 

Charles Murray And His Poetry 
Joyce Marchant delights in how skilfully this local poet observes the NE 
character. Joyce Marchant 49 12375 

Trials And Tribulations A local shopkeeper is convicted of selling poisons unlawfully. Editor 52 12376 

The Rosses Of Egypt The story of a remarkable family who moved to a croft near Gellan in 1824. 
E J McWilliam and 
Jim Farquhar 53 12377 

Dinnet And Its Old Minister 
A description of how Dinnet used to be as published in the Deeside Field 
sixty years ago. W M Alexander 57 12378 

Two Local Photos Unusual photos with a Tarland connection offered on eBay. Editor 59 12378 

Famous Sons Of Cromar 
Three men with Tarland connections who travelled far to make their 
fortunes. Editor 59 12378 

The Lost Beaters 
Brian Black describes what happened when he and his pals went grouse 
beating in 1977. Brian Black 60 12379 

Travelling To And From Tarland In 1807 
An 1807 map shows that the routes in and out of Tarland were surprisingly 
different. Peter Craig 62 12380 

Tarland School Reunion 2016 
Alasdair Gunn shares a photograph and describes a very successful get-
together. Alasdair Gunn 64 

12381 

 
 

Echoes 23     December 2017 

Editor’s Piece 
Your editor lists the highlights of the Group’s year and pays tribute to 
everyone that helps make the Echoes a success. 

Peter Craig 2  

Some Unidentified Drawings Where is the school that was built from these drawings that Jean Still found? Editor 3  

Return of “The Skate” Paul Anderson rescues some very special local fiddle heritage treasures. Paul Anderson 4  

The Hairst – how it used to be Marion Miller brings to life some memories of how harvesting used to be. Marion Miller 8  

Cromar Future Group Find out more about the activities of this forward-looking local group. Editor 12  

Birds an Bees 
Mary Munro returns again in her mind’s eye to her Granny and Granda’s 
croft at Pitline. 

Mary Munro 13  
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A follow-up to articles in Newsletter 9 (2002) 
The carved ball found in Davie Souter's garden in more detail than 
previously seen. 

Editor 14  

The Tarland Burn 
Sheena Blackhall shares a poem that looks anew at this central feature of our 
Howe. 

Sheena Blackhall 15  

The Carrier Service In This Area During The 19th Century 
How were goods transported to Tarland in the past ?  Joyce Marchant finds 
some answers. 

Joyce Marchant 16  

Apples and Bairns Some long forgotten aspects of Tarland life are uncovered by Jim Forbes. Jim Forbes 20  

When Lord & Lady Aberdeen met … an anemone called Granny 
Simon Welfare tells the story of an unusual event recorded in the Gordon 
family archives. 

Simon Welfare 25  

Finds and Discoveries at Upper Ruthven 
Paddy Heron describes the accumulated finds from nearly thirty years of 
field-walking. 

Paddy Heron 29  

Some Misunderstandings About Witchcraft in Cromar 
A re-evaluation of contemporary sources leads Lindsay Mair to new 
conclusions. 

Lindsay Mair 33  

Update on the Old Kirk Bellcote 
What is going to happen to the Old Kirk bellcote that was taken down two 
years ago? 

Editor 36  

The Coalmen Come to Tea One thing leads to another in this 'bedtime story' by Deirdre Rattray. Deirdre Rattray 37  

George Macdonald, Poet, Author and Preacher 
A look at the life of this "most enigmatic of Victorians" from Huntly by Joyce 
Marchant. 

Joyce Marchant 39  

One Man and his ‘Box’ 
Andrew Wilson celebrates the achievements of accordion-player/composer 
Rob McCombie. 

Andrew Wilson 42  

Contents of Previous Echoes 
At last we can view and search the contents of every CHG Newsletters and 
Echoes page. 

Editor 47  

Mesolithic Deeside Dig at Heughead, Aboyne 
Another local archaeological excavation reveals more about the earliest 
people in this area. 

Mesolithic Deeside 48  

It was 10.12 pm on Wednesday 23rd October 1839…. 
Peter Craig discovers reports of an earthquake and identifies some of the 
people affected. 

Peter Craig 50  

Does anyone remember using these? Anke Addy wonders about some items found in her loft. Anke Addy 55  

Harold MacMillan at Tillypronie Brian Black finds some fascinating photos that belonged to his father. Brian Black 56  

A Mystery Photo A photo from Jean Still of a magnificent occasion that we hope someone can 
identify. 

Jean Still 57  

List of Echoes Contents to Issue 22 
A complete issue-by-issue listing of every article published in our Newsletter 
and Echoes series. 

Editor 58  
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Echoes 24     December 2018 

Editor’s Piece Some of the background to this year's bumper issue. Peter Craig 3  

Dad's Pride And Joy Rob Blackhall restores his father's Oliver 80 tractor. Rob Blackhall 4  

The Migvie Charmer 
Ron Fletcher from Toronto is puzzled by one of his ancestor's gravestones at 
Migvie. 

Ron Fletcher 8  

Corrachree Pictish Symbol Stone This neglected local symbol stone gets a fresh look from Lindsay Mair. Lindsay Mair 14  

St Wallach’s Stone 
Who would have dreamt of such goings on in Logie Coldstone over 150 
years ago? 

Editor 18  

Yet another stone! 
The cupmarked stone at Migvie Kirk is another local treasure easily 
overlooked. 

Mary Munro 19  

The Ballad of Corrachree The lyrics of this traditional ballad resurrected recently by Shona Donaldson. From Shona 
Donaldson 

20  

Sheila Ross  (1935 – 2018) Our tribute to this greatly missed founder member of CHG. Editor 21  

The Poachin' Loon  And we mark the passing too of Rob Adam, village stalwart and gifted Doric 
poet. 

Rob Adam 22  

Inspired by Lady Clark of Tillypronie Marion Miller explores the background to Lady Clark's Cook Book. Marion Miller 25  

We Must Not Forget Dan Snow argues that our children must not think that history belongs to 
the past. 

Dan Snow 28  

Logie Coldstone School Project And these pupils take this message to heart with their WW1 project. 
From Katrina 
Andrusyszyn 

29  

What happened to Bombadier Reid? It is just a postcard - but what is the story behind it? 
From Paul 
Anderson 

32  

CHG Outing to the Craw Stane at Rhynie A memorable Group moment in 2006 captured in a photo. Editor 33  

Hammer and Tongs 
Jim Forbes researches the history of the blacksmith trade and of our local 
smiddies. 

Jim Forbes 34  

The Way We Were 1899 travel writer James Coutts describes Tarland as it was then. James Coutts 40  

From Tarland to the Land Down Under 
The personal account of a bold journey to Australia when Sandy Mellis 
emigrated in 1960. 

Sandy Mellis 41  

The Ald Tarland Bus Sandy remembers the Tarland 'Bluebird Bus' and its passengers in verse. Sandy Mellis 46  

Rediscovering Boghead Cottage and Mrs Martin Isabel and Andrew Wilson share discoveries they have made about their 
house's past. 

Isabel & Andrew 
Wilson 

48  

George Abel   1856 – 1916 Joyce Marchant reviews the many perceptive Doric poems of this Udny Free 
Church minister. 

Peter Craig 51  
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From ‘Notes And Queries, Aberdeen Journal 1908’ 
An advertisement about a possible inheritance from a wealthy Masson from 
Cromar. 

Editor 56  

An Old Well at Oldtown of Kincraigie 

 
A rare insight into the largely forgotten and lost technology of rural water 
pumps. 

Peter Craig 57  

Tarland Show An evocative poem by Sheena Blackhall - with some appropriate photos. Sheena Blackhall 61  

A Far Travelled Bell The surprising story of a local kirk bell shared by Lawrie Lennox. 
From Lawrie 
Lennox 

62  

Scrapehard Sheena follows a tradition of using local place-names in verse. Sheena Blackhall 63  

The Ordie Diatomite Workings  Peter Craig gives a comprehensive account of this local industry using new 
sources. 

Peter Craig 64  

Another Tarland Old Kirk Bellcote Update Restoring the bellcote is not as straightforward as was hoped. Editor 73  

Wanted on Sheriff’s Warrant A wonderful relic of Victorian policing in the form of a 'wanted poster'. 
From Police 
Scotland 

74  

He Was Habit and Repute a Thief A contemporary newspaper account of the high-profile trial of the arrested 
thief . 

From Allan 
Hepburn 

75  

“A disgrace to a civilised nation!” A sheriff gives his forthright views on Tarland in this 1808 newspaper extract. Editor 80  

From our archive One interesting photo of the Square that we haven't published before. From Archive 80  

It’s Just a Story  Mildred Coutts recalls her childhood days in a very different Tarland. Mildred Coutts 81  

And a photo from these times Drummy wood on the move! Alford Image 
Library 

81  

Mummy Moo and the Rubber Carrots 
Deirdre Rattray shares another children's story from when her family were 
young 

Deirdre Rattray 82  

A Series of Coincidences It just had to be Tarland for Rita Barnes. Rita Barnes 83  

Royal Warrant For Cromar? Prince Charles expresses his deep attachment to this area. Country Life 84  

 

Echoes 25    December 2019 

Editor’s Piece Some of the background to this year's ‘silver jubilee’ issue. Peter Craig 2  

The Woman who Measured a Mountain A scene in the life of Fanny Workman, Lady MacRobert’s mother. Simon Welfare 3  

Alexandra McDougall – a spirited and stubborn woman The story behind a memorial plaque in Glen Tanar churchyard. Sheena Cooper 8  

Did you know? Rob McCombie tells us where the Tarland Show was held originally. Rob McCombie 10  
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Cromar Folk Abroad The story of pioneer John Fletcher who emigrated to Canada from the Braes. Ron Fletcher 11  

An Occasion to Remember 150 pupils and staff pose for a photograph outside Tarland School in ?1995. From our archive 14  

A Lady of Means 
Jim Forbes untangles some unexpected local connections 
with the slave trade in Antigua. 

Jim Forbes 15 
 

Birse – a Parish within the Province of Mar 
Joyce Marchant reviews published accounts of life in Birse 
through the centuries 

Joyce Marchant 20 
 

From our Archive Two photographs of named local Junior Red Cross members from the 1930s. From our archive 29  

A Mystery Solved Now we know why there were so many cavalry riders in Tarland in 1934. Peter Craig 30  

A Bothy Experience A description of life in a bothy in 1860 as recalled by Donald Farquharson. Donald 
Farquharson 

32  

Tarland Remembered – 1947 to 1960 
Sandy Mellis shares some memories of growing up in Tarland before he left 
for Australia. 

Sandy Mellis 34  

The ‘Clubbie’ 
More details emerge about the hut built by Tarland District Club around 
1926. 

Editor 38  

The Roadside Memorial on the Clash Press reports describe a life cut tragically short From Rob & Mary 
McCombie 

39  

Poems from Sheena Six poems from Sheena Blackhall that have particularly strong Cromar 
connections. 

Sheena Blackhall 42  

The Blue Cairn of Balnagowan – and other long cairns Lindsay Mair seeks to understand how Neolithic long cairns relate to their 
wider landscapes. 

Lindsay Mair 47  

Johnny the Joker Simon Welfare discovers a surprisingly light-hearted side to John Campbell 
Gordon. 

Simon Welfare 51  

Ken Glennie  (1928 – 2019) A tribute to a distinguished contributor who kept in touch with his local 
roots. 

Editor 57  

The Wee Plastic Bag Mildred Coutts remembers her light-hearted Hogmany party piece. Mildred Coutts 58  

Tarland as it was in 1851 An 1851 description of Tarland by Samuel Lewis that confirms the history of 
our bellcote. 

Samuel Lewis 59  

Alastrean Quarry Visit, July 2019 
CHG members look at some local geology and some medieval paving 
stones. 

Peter Craig 61  

The Baron’s Court at Tarland – held on 26th November 1730 A rare account from the very early days of Tarland as a village. Source lost 62  

A ‘Rural’ Evening in Logie Coldstone Hall Jim Craigmile's photo of 39 ladies at their WRI evening in the late 1960s. Jim Craigmile 63  

A Working-Man Astronomer and his Telescopes Jane Gill provided this magazine account of her grandfather's unusual 
hobbies. 

From Jane Gill 64  
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Epitaphs and inscriptions from Burial Grounds in NE Scotland 
This famous 1870s publication by Andrew Jervise includes details of Tarland 
gravestones - and links with a recently reported donation to the National 
Museum of Scotland 

Editor 67  

Smuggling Times in the Braes of Cromar 
This 1906 Aberdeen Journal article provides a wonderful insight into local 
whisky smuggling 

Editor 69  

Correction and addendum to the diatomite article in Echoes 24 
Marcus Humphrey supplies details from estate accounts relating to the 
Ordie workings 

Peter Craig 74  

More from our Archive Sphagnum moss was another useful product from the Ordie Moss From our archive 75  

 

Echoes 26    December 2020 

Editor’s Piece An introduction to this year’s issue Peter Craig 3  

From the CHG archive Help us identify this wedding please From our archive 3  

Sir Alexander Ogston A look at the life of this outstanding surgeon who built Glendavan House Lindsay Mair 4  

A postcard from the CHG Archive Tarland Golf Course as it was many decades ago From our archive 8  

Ogston’s Antiquities in the Howe of Cromar An insight into how Ogston carried out his field surveys Peter Craig 9  

Cromar in 1654 What Robert Gordon had to say about Cromar in 1654 Jim Forbes 11  

Selling Cromar: 1884-1897 The story behind the change from tenancies to ownership in Tarland Simon Welfare 13  

Newspaper Snippet One Disorderly conduct in Tarland - surely not! Editor 20  

New Clubhouse Opened by Lady MacRobert Newspaper reports on the opening of the 'Clubbie' Editor 21  

Dorothy Black  (1890 – 1977) – Part One The fascinating life of a best-selling author who lived at Coull Andrew Wilson 23  

The Stone Boundary Markers of Meikle Tom and Green Hill Some overlooked local boundary markers 
David Currie & 
Gillian Needham 

32  

From Oldmill Poorhouse to Woodend Hospital An unexpected spell in hospital stimulates an investigation into its history Joyce Marchant 34  

Sir William MacGregor: from Crofter to Colonial Governor The story of a local crofter's son who made his mark around the world Veronica Ross 37  

Some Online Resources A list of some websites to visit with information about our local history Editor 44  

Mary Bella Esson  (1888 – 1970) Part One The life story of a brave VAD nurse brought up in Tarland Peter Craig 45  

Jake Broere  (1946 – 2020) Jake was a greatly respected friend of the Cromar History Group Editor 49  

Building Bridges A newspaper advert from 1821 raises some questions still to be answered Editor 50  
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John Strachan and William Fletcher The story of two restless Scots pioneers in Canada Ron Fletcher 51  

There’s No Place Like Home! Some reflections by Mildred Coutts on how happy she was – last year Mildred Coutts 54  

“A Prettey Little Countrey” The complex history of the boundaries of Cromar and its parishes Jim Forbes 55  

Air Crash on Morven, 1943 A forgotten wartime air accident Sandy Mellis 64  

Selected Extracts from ‘The Earlier Antiquities of Cromar’ One of the earliest archaeological descriptions of the local area John Stuart 65  

The Thunderbolt Carline / Cailleach-Beathrach A poem on the traditional explanation of the origins of the Slochs o’ Carvie Sheena Blackhall 66  

More Proctor Clocks An update on Dorothy Reid's 2002 article on these Tarland clocks Editor 66  

Tarland Church Bells Some details of our local church bells extracted from a rare publication Editor 68  

Auld Slorachs A great traditional tale by Stanley Robertson from Aberdeenshire Folk Tales Sheena Blackhall 70  

Rodolphe Christen Some references to local history from a rare book about a Swiss artist Peter Craig 73  

Mystery of the Lady in the Well Another childhood tale remembered Sandy Mellis 76  

Pitline and other Pictish names in the Howe of Cromar Some local place names that date back to Pictish times Lindsay Mair 77  

Tales of the Superstitious from Cushnie Stories from a 1914 article reveal the extent of former local superstions David Rorie 80  

Bogmore – and a tantalising reference Footnotes in a 1923 paper by W D Simpson lead to a false trail Editor 81  

An Expanding School Some key moments in the development of Tarland School  Editor 82  

Smuggling Times in the Braes of Cromar – follow-up The two 'brew-houses' described in last year's article are photographed Editor 84  

Quotable Quote! The definitive meaning of the place name 'Scrapehard' is found Editor 84  

Ness McConachie BEM (1925 – 2020) How Ness first became an ROC Observer - and remained one for 48 years Editor 85  

A Relic from the Old Kirk? A close look at a small stool with a long history Peter Craig 88  

Tarland, The Village 
This poem makes some interesting references 
 

Robert L Fyfe 89  

 
 

Note that the numbers in the Database Entry column can be used on the Cromar History Group website archive search page to bring up an image of the associated article. 
 

http://www.search.cromarhistorygroup.org.uk/search.php 
 


