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The History and Restoration of Poldhu Wells
The Lass o' the Lecht

The Good Old Days??

A Tarland fire — and requests for information

Echoes 15 November 2009

An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of
articles.

A summary of many hours of research into these familiar ruins
Speaking out for a valuable, if not always valued, strand of NE heritage
A local example of one of the farming community's great institutions

An illustrated journey round some of the Royal Family's favourite Deeside
haunts

An account of some memorable CHG excursions during 2009
Resolving the mystery raised in the first article of last year's Echoes

A moving photo in the light of subsequent tragic events - recently donated
to our archives

One sample from James Harrold's recently donated collection of 120 Tarland
area postcards

Another photo of a large group of local folk that someone will know
A humorous poem - and another mystery to solve

Reminiscences of Hogmanay as a child

A poem inspired by Belle Green's funeral

The story of one of Tarland's best-known larger-than-life characters
A familiar sight in Logie Coldstone for several decades

A description of Deeside life in 1755 - and a warning to amateur researchers
Only two missing names from this excellent school photograph

The story of Bessie Page (née Calder) as told by her son

Look what was found in the woods! The story of a successful local project.
A tragic local tale re-told

Judge for yourself after reading this 1978 newspaper article

Some research nuggets and some questions

Peter Craig

Joyce Marchant.
Paul Anderson

Jim Craigmile
Sheila Ross

Rita Barnes

Dorothy Reid

Archive

Archive
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A local sawmill at ?Logie Coldstone

Next time you whiz along the Gellan straight......

Reminiscences of Cromar and Canada

Editor’s Piece

Albert Calder 1938-2010

Flo in the Post Office

Flo's Tarland
A Tale Of Yesteryear

Apothecaries’ Hall and other memories
Pharmacy through the Years

Detail from a postcard of Poldhu Wells

A Visit To Dalmochie Lumberjack Camp
Ballater Bridge during construction — and after
The Annals Of The Free Church, Tarland

The Reverend William Wallace O!

A Collection of Archive Items
A Tale Of Two Grandfathers

More Tarland School Photos

An Unusual Archive Acquisition

Mary Barbara Russell (née Stout) 1912 - 2010

One of many photos received from Jim Craigmile

You might be amazed at what lies under the heather here - just look at this
map

A revealing account of schooling in Logie Coldstone in the mid-1800s

Echoes 16 November 2010

An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of
articles.

Our tribute to a much loved and respected member of our Group and of our
community

Flo Strachan describes her long career in the Post Office

Flo describes four decades of change in Tarland
The cautionary tale of an orra loon at Kincraigie in 1929
A child’s eye-view of her father's pharmacy

Sheila summarises the findings of her background research into the above
article

This is how the wells looked originally

An account of one of this summer's History Group trips

Some archive gleanings prompted by discussions during the above trip
How the parish of Tarland responded after the Disruption of 1843

The author of the poem in last year's issue is revealed

Items relating to the Tarland Free Church first published in issue 13 of Echoes

Dorothy Reid remembers her two very different grandfathers - and learns
something new

Two photos from the early 1930s

Selected entries from a local grave-digger's notebook

An appreciation of a former teacher

Jim Craigmile
Archive

D R Farquharson

Peter Craig

Peter Craig

Jan Healey & Katie

Price
Jan Healey
Robert L Fyfe
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Archive
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Harvest-time near Balglass
The Legend of the One-Eyed, Red-Haired Man

Local Lime Kilns

Pride o' the Glen

Reminiscences of Cromar and Canada, Chapter Fifteen

Tarlan' WRI American Tea
Reminiscences Of Mrs Jean Borthwick
Another Tarland Postcard

Tarland's Welcome Home Sale

A Postcard of Morven from Tomnaverie
Cattle-lifting and lllicit Distilling

Keiselguhr Cottage, Ordie and Victoria Garage, Ballater
More from Jim Craigmile’s Collection

Dynamite under the moss
The Battle of Culblean, 1335
Ordie Postcard

A Reminder of our Earlier Publications

Hats, Bonnets and Moustaches

A vintage photo
A classic local tale from the Elphinstone Kist retold in Doric
A request for any information on these that our readers may possess

An archive photo of an amateur dramatic performance in the MacRobert
Hall

A detailed account of manners and customs in Cromar in the mid 1800s as
recalled by Donald Robert Farquharson who emigrated from Logie
Coldstone in 1866

Another scandal that rocked the Tarland WRI in the 1920s

The Tarland of around 1912 as seen through the eyes of a minister's wife
A superb and unusual view of the Square in the 1950s

A rousing poem appealing for cash for homecoming WWII soldiers
Another vintage image

An item from the 1936 Lonach Highland Games programme

The answer to a place name riddle and some unlikely connections

An old colour postcard of Poldhu Wells and a photo of his mother feeding
her hens

A 1970s newspaper article featuring Ordie

The background to this significant victory for the Bruce dynasty
An Ordie scene from long ago

Even the early History Group publications are now history!

A wonderful old photo of around seventy men gathered in front of the
Aberdeen Arms

Jim Craigmile
Les Wheeler
Editor

Archive

Donald Robert
Farquharson

Maggie Innes
Jean Borthwick
Archive

A J Watson

Jim Craigmile
Gordon Ross

Ken Glennie
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Archive

Editor
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Editor's Piece
A Daring Young Man In A Flying Machine

The Changing Scenes Of Life

Cattanach Of Bellastraid
Life in The Crofts of Drummy
When was Gaelic last spoken regularly in Cromar?

Sustainable Living - in Glengairn in the 19" Century
An Excursion To Glenesk
Those Were The Days

Lighting lamps and other jobs
Great Crowns of Stone

Coull Church

George Gordon, the Tarland Blacksmith
The Sugar Steen Dyke

The Slochs o’ Carvie
Galton Hairst in the 1890s

Malcolm Canmore in Cromar
Archaeological Notes for Migvie Castle
Bad Days in the Wild West

Doddie Milne's Day O' The Green

Echoes 17 November 2011

An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of
articles.

The story of Willie Calder, Tarland's own Spitfire pilot

Joyce Marchant researches the lives of two of her great-grandparents in 19"
C Aberdeen

One of John Grant Michie's Deeside Tales (1872) about a murder at Milton of
Logie

Taken from conversations with Peter Lamont
Some answers gleaned from a 1983 paper

Extracts from The Dee From The Far Cairngorms by lan Murray
A geological journey through distance and time

A Tarland company's staff photo and the story behind it

A conversation with Rob Adam

Details of a 'must have' definitive book about Recumbent Stone Circles by
Adam Welfare

Some notes on the history of Coull and its church from a talk
The poignant story behind a family photo

A reprint of a short item in Echoes 10 relating to the unusual wall in Graham's
photo

Working out the origins of this and other similar local landscape features
A photo submitted by Gordon Anderson of Edinburgh
A wonderfully told tale from The Legends o' the Braes o' Mar by (1876)

Some information about the Castle mentioned in the above article as it is
today

A portrait of Tarland in the 1970s as observed by Sheila Hamilton of the P& J

A humorous poem by Jimmy Bremner about his mother-in-law's washing
habits

Peter Craig
Dorothy Reid

Joyce Marchant

John Grant Michie

Jan Healey

Adam Watson and
R D Clements

lan Murray
Michael Rattray
Editor

Jan Healey
Editor
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Editor
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Tarland School Choirin 1950 ...... and 2000

More From Gordon Anderson

The Waulkmill Stone Circle Excavation

An Orphan Boy

Dorothy Reid (1928 - 2012)

The ‘Cleansing’ Of Cromar And Its Aftermath
Willie

William Robert Broomfield (1826 - 1828)
The MacRobert Story

A Postman's Record

Scottish Mink Initiative

A Loon Fae The Toon

A classic old photo of the Square
CHG Outing to Crawton, Summer 2012

Improving Conditions in Tarland

A Talented Tarland Loon
The Witch and Wizard of Tarland
The Crofts of Drummy

Another early photo of the Square
The Auld Road To Drummie

Are you in either of the photos?

A Logie Coldstone photo and some questions

Echoes 18 November 2012
A preliminary report on the surprising findings of this remarkable excavation
Joyce Marchant researches the childhood of one of her grandfathers
A tribute to a greatly missed and valued member of our local community
A horrifying but largely forgotten episode in our local history
The detailed tragic story in Doric of one local WW1 volunteer
Some new details about the life of this local hymn tune composer

Marion Miller's digest of her soon-to-be-completed book about an
extraordinary family

Extract from the Deeside Field - no little red van for this postie

Rita Barnes hangs up her waders and describes the background to this
project

John Anderson recalls his childhood holidays at Loch-head with remarkable
clarity

Showing coal being brought to the village by steam wagon

An account of a very enjoyable outing to this special place.
A revealing extract from the New Statistical Account

Did you know of this Tarland connection? Alan Lamont sets the record
straight

Anne Robson sorts fact from fiction in her researches into local lore

Jan Healey teases out the complicated history of this all-but-vanished local
community

A postcard from the collection donated by James Harrold

Jan Healey uncovers another Nellie Mellis poem

Archive

Gordon Anderson

Nigel Healey
Joyce Marchant
Editor

Jim Forbes
Sheena Blackhall

Joyce Marchant
Marion Miller
Deeside Field

Rita Barnes

John Anderson

Archive
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Account

Alan Lamont
Anne Robson
Jan Healey

Archive

Nellie Mellis

46
47

10
12
16
21

22

27

28

29

33
34

36

37

38

41

50
51

Not scanned

Not scanned

12276
12277
12278
12279
12280
12281
12282

12282

Not scanned

12283

12283
12284
12284

12285

12286
12287

12287
12288



Trees - The Unsung Heroes of the Battle of Trafalgar

Cromar History Group Outing to Auchtavan

A Happy Carrier

Guile and the Gauger

Making Whisky Was Very Hard Work!

A New Look At Some Old Stones

Farm Bothies — If Only Those Walls Could Talk!

Crans Of Tarland

Three Saints Associated With Logie Coldstone and Tarland
Some Local Landscape Puzzles

Get Your Thinking Caps On

Editor’s Piece

Cromar History Group
A Tarland Childhood

The Cromar Chronicle, 1959-1967
The Cromar Chronicle, 8" May, 1959

Re-creating A Piece Of Tarland’s Cultural History

Sheila Ross follows up an intriguing reference on a wayside information
plaque

A report on another successful outing

Two light-hearted tales about a worthie from the Mearns who liked his dram

Whisky making in the Logie Coldstone area from Tales & Memories of Cromar

and Canada

How to make whisky in the traditional way - from Catholic Glengairn in the
19 Century

Peter Craig looks at some stones worked by folk who lived here a long time
ago

Sandra McRoberts indulges her fascination with old local bothies and their
history

Greg Cran from Canada is looking for more information for his family tree
The first of two articles about saints with local connections

Peter Craig indulges his fascination for making up stories about rocks and
landscapes

Another school photo with faces to be identified

Echoes 19 November 2013

An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of
articles.

All about us.
Jean Still recalls growing up in Tarland in the late 30s and 40s.

Jim Forbes uncovers some gems from his father's weekly column in the
Inverurie Advertiser.

A complete column by Jim's father from May 1959.

Jan Healey reveals the story behind the recent production of The Doctor's
Honeymoon.

Sheila Ross
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Peter Craig
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Robert Burns, Exciseman And Poet
The Stone Circle At Blackhills/Hillhead

The Rural Round

This Is My Country - O, so tidy in Tarland
A Classic Family Photo

A Trip To Scalan, Our Lady Chapel And Drumin Castle

A Grandmother’s Legacy

Tarland Born And Bred?

Captured In The Blink Of A Shutter

He Would Not Stay Away From Tarland

A Fairmer’s Loon Fae The Toon

Memories Of Tarland

Somethin’ Frae Sunty
More Local Pictish Stones And Saints With Local Associations

The “Curiosity Shops” Of Aboyne

A Tarland Family And A Kirk Elder Remembered

Sheila Ross does some research and learns more about the man behind the
myths.

Nigel Healey tells us about this September's surprising excavation.

A postbus trip in 1976 in the company of Charlie Ross and Pearl Murray of
the Press & Journal.

Another 1970s Press and Journal feature about Tarland; this time by Cuthbert
Graham.

Of the Gibbon Family of Barglass

Les Ellis describes a very interesting CHG outing to Glenlivet and explores its
Catholic past.

Some oral tradition from Sheena Blackhall with songs her granny sang out in
the parks.

Nigel Healey reflects on what it is to be an 'incomer' - and how common they
were in the past.

It may be just a postcard, but Peter Craig explores the amazing detail
captured in it.

One of the many court cases that gave Tarland the reputation of being a
rough place.

John Anderson continues his recollections of his boyhood summer holidays,
this time at Davan.

Very different holiday memories; Charles Sim remembers visiting
Cuttieshillock in the 1930s.

Mildred Coutts wrote this Doric piece thirty years ago, but it's final thought
still resonates today.

Hugh Cochran concludes his review of local Early Christian sites.

A most surprising description from 1888 of three local antique collections
and their owners.

lan Farquarson explores his Tarland family connections and puzzles over one
unexpected finding.
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Archive
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Cromar History Group Update

Editor’s Piece

Hairry Hears Fae Hame

Fool's Gold

The Cromar War Memorial Book

The Cromar War Memorial Book 1

The Red Cross Organisation

The Cromar War Memorial Book 2

The Lighter Side Of War - 1

Your Country Needs You!
Alexander C Sim

Wilson Bruce

Bornin 1914

Alexander McRobert of Douneside in the Great War

The Horse In World War One

Captain The Warhorse

Echoes 20 November 2014
A summary of this year's History Group activities.

An editorial introduction to, and commentary on, this year's selection of
articles.

One of Charles Murray's poems written in Doric during the fervour of World
War One.

One of Sheena Middleton's poems written during a recent visit to WW1
battlefields in Belgium.

Every page of Alexander Morren's 1919 Cromar War Memorial Book
reproduced in full.

A reprint of Joyce Marchant's 1999 article exploring some of the background
to Morren's book.

Joyce's researches the role of the local Red Cross branch in looking after
wounded soldiers.

Joyce's 2nd article inspired by Morren's book, this time examining the work
of local VAD nurses.

The first of four photos/cartoons; the others are on pages 50, 85 and 102.

Nigel Healey describes the workings of the local WW1 Military Exemption
Tribunals.

Charles Sim tells the story of his father's World War One service.

Charles turns his attention to the war service of his Uncle Wilson, a Gordon
Highlander piper.

Jan Healey relates some of her family history that relates to the Great War.

Marion Miller shares some of her researches into the life of Sir Alexander
McRobert.

Sheila Ross pursues her personal interest in this topic and discovers an
interesting book.

Sheila investigates the story behind one local horse that returned from the
Great War.

Editor
Editor
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Written Memories Of The Last Months Of The 1914 1918 World

War

Willie

The Survivor

A Vanished Local Industry

The Diatomite Workings At Ordie

Somethin' Frae Sunty - 2

The Wearisome Ends O’ The Earth

A Daughter's Tale

Their Memory Lingers On
1926 Postcard of Tarland War Memorial

Robert Morrison - King of the Granite Carvers

Hugh Gunn

Alec and Annie Sievwright

Some Observations On Previous Articles

Some Personal Reflections

At the Graves (1914-1918)

Rita Barnes discovers some of her mother's mementos of the time of the
Great War.

Sheena Blackhall's powerful story in Doric about one of her father's cousins
who died at Arras.

Sheena's poem about Willie's brother who survived, but was scarred for life
by the conflict.

A reprint of Peter Craig's review of online information about the diatomite
workings at Ordie.

A reprint of Bill Gillanders' report on further documentation about local
diatomite deposits.

A photo from Mildred Coutts of Babbie who featured in her article in Echoes
19.

A reprint of Joyce Marchant's quest to learn more about her father’s war
service.

Joyce turns her attention to her mother's career as a VAD nurse and reflects
on her life.

A reprint of Dorothy Reid's researches into 200 years of military service by
local soldiers.

A striking photograph of our war memorial seven years after it was erected.

A reprint of Douglas Kynoch's Leopard article about the Tarland memorial's
granite carver.

A reprint of a description of a museum display dedicated to this former
Tarland headteacher.

A reprint of part of Sheila Ross's account of the inspiring lives of these two
Tarland folk.

A reprint of part of Ken Glennie's account of his family history as it relates to
World War One.

Your editor reflects on his responses to the many emotions stirred up by this
year's commemorations.

A final poem from Sheena written during a visit to a battlefield cemetery.

Rita Barnes

Sheena Blackhall

Sheena Blackhall

Peter Craig

Bill Gillanders

Mildred Coutts

Joyce Marchant

Joyce Marchant

Dorothy Reid
Archive
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Cromar History Group Update
Editor's Piece

‘In Cot And Castle’
Keeping Your Eyes Open
From Indego To Tarland Lodge

Two postcards from our archive

Droving Days Of The Past
Riding the Royal Highlander

The Life and Times of James Roger 1809-1896

Extracts from the Diary of Kenneth Matheson

Taran’s Wheel
Tarland Translation

CHG Excursions 2015

Breaking News! The Old Kirk Belfry

The One That Got Away

Meet Our Ancestors

What the Papers said about Cromar

A Time Of Change

Echoes21 November 2015
A summary of this year's History Group activities.

An editorial introduction to this year's articles with some thoughts about the
future.

The story of Dr Andrew Robertson, a prominent 19t century local citizen.
An unusual relic in St Moluag's churchyard.
Some episodes in the history of Tarland Lodge

An 1890s view of Tarland from Tomnaverie and Tarland School in its pristine
glory.

The history of droving, once so important in the economy of Cromar.
The days of stagecoaches on Deeside are brought to life.

Joyce Marchant documents the life of one of her great grandfathers from
Rhynie.

Some glimpses into the life and interests of a gamekeeper at Balronald in
the early 1900s.

Drawing your attention to Jim Forbes's novel breathing life into the history
of Cromar.

Tongue-in-cheek Doric translations of offshore engineering jargon.

Peter Craig's notes for historical excursions exploring parts of Glen Gairn and
Glen Nochty.

Some images of an iconic Tarland feature that we may not look up to much
longer.

A reprint of an article by lan R Mitchell about Duffdefiance, visited by the
Group this year.

Jan Healey & Joyce Marchant take a close look at the styles of gravestones in
the Kirkyard.

Nigel Healey has been plundering the British Newspaper Archive for local
old stories.

A minister at Kincardine o' Neil remembers rural life in his parish as it was
before 1800.

Editor
Peter Craig

Jim Forbes
Andrew Wilson

Simon Welfare
Archive

Sheila Ross

Ann Raeburn
Joyce Marchant

From Deirdre
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Editor
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Peter Craig
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The Graceless Loon

The Balronald Thrash o’ 72

Next time you whizz along the Gellan straight

Cromar History Group Update 2016

Editor’s Piece
Before Alastrean

Tarland’s Shops - as they used to be

The Mysterious Affair At Craigmyle

Kinord Books

Bovaglie, Glen Girnock

Coull Cemetery

Outing To Ladieswell Blue Cairn And Knocksoul Burial Kist

Advancing Our Understanding Of Our Stone Circles

The Mystery Of The Disappearing Children

Days o’ Wine An Roses

Dear Brother....

Wirk

2016 Cromar History Group Archive

A poem about a youth once scorned by a beautiful Tarland lass.

A poem recalling a memorable visit to Balronald by Robbie Gibb's thrashin’
mill.

More evidence supporting Tarland’s claim to be Deeside’s oldest continuous
settlement.

Echoes 22 November 2016

Our chairperson reviews the Group's activities this year .

Your editor reflects on the pluses and minuses of the information revolution.

Simon Welfare has searched the Haddo archives for the story behind the
House of Cromar.

A look back at the amazing range of shops in Tarland 100 years ago.

Jim Forbes' nose for an interesting story with a local twist leads him to
Craigmyle House.

Find out about the five books written recently by Jim Forbes and his wife
Elinor.

James Davidson explores the lives of the people that lived in this special
place.

Sheena Blackhall is moved to reflect on the words of a gravedigger.
A very interesting CHG outing in July.

Information about recently published reports based partly on local
excavations.

Deirdre Rattray recalls playing a magic trick on her children.
Mary Munro shares vivid memories of visiting her grandparents at Pitline.

A letter written at Migvie in 1820 leads Peter Craig into some interesting
research.

An all too short account of Belle Green's experience on a farm when she left
school in 1915.

Les Ellis and Veronica Ross bring us up-to-date with the work of the Archive
team.

Marion Angus

Brian Black

Editor

Veronica Ross

Peter Craig
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Jim Forbes

Editor
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A Secret Keepit

Crossfold

Charles Murray And His Poetry
Trials And Tribulations

The Rosses Of Egypt

Dinnet And Its Old Minister
Two Local Photos

Famous Sons Of Cromar

The Lost Beaters

Travelling To And From Tarland In 1807

Tarland School Reunion 2016

Editor’s Piece

Some Unidentified Drawings
Return of “The Skate”
The Hairst — how it used to be

Cromar Future Group

Birds an Bees

Jimmy Bremner teases his interviewer in yet another Elphinstone Kist gem.

Paddy Heron and James Davidson express concern about the future of an
unusual building.

Joyce Marchant delights in how skilfully this local poet observes the NE
character.

A local shopkeeper is convicted of selling poisons unlawfully.
The story of a remarkable family who moved to a croft near Gellan in 1824.

A description of how Dinnet used to be as published in the Deeside Field
sixty years ago.
Unusual photos with a Tarland connection offered on eBay.

Three men with Tarland connections who travelled far to make their
fortunes.

Brian Black describes what happened when he and his pals went grouse
beating in 1977.

An 1807 map shows that the routes in and out of Tarland were surprisingly
different.

Alasdair Gunn shares a photograph and describes a very successful get-
together.

Echoes 23 December 2017

Your editor lists the highlights of the Group’s year and pays tribute to
everyone that helps make the Echoes a success.

Where is the school that was built from these drawings that Jean Still found?

Paul Anderson rescues some very special local fiddle heritage treasures.
Marion Miller brings to life some memories of how harvesting used to be.
Find out more about the activities of this forward-looking local group.

Mary Munro returns again in her mind’s eye to her Granny and Granda’s
croft at Pitline.

Jimmy Bremner

Paddy Heron and
James Davidson

Joyce Marchant

Editor

E J McWilliam and
Jim Farquhar

W M Alexander
Editor

Editor
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Peter Craig

Alasdair Gunn
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A follow-up to articles in Newsletter 9 (2002)

The Tarland Burn

The Carrier Service In This Area During The 19th Century

Apples and Bairns

When Lord & Lady Aberdeen met ... an anemone called Granny

Finds and Discoveries at Upper Ruthven

Some Misunderstandings About Witchcraft in Cromar

Update on the Old Kirk Bellcote
The Coalmen Come to Tea

George Macdonald, Poet, Author and Preacher

One Man and his ‘Box’

Contents of Previous Echoes

Mesolithic Deeside Dig at Heughead, Aboyne

It was 10.12 pm on Wednesday 23rd October 1839....

Does anyone remember using these?
Harold MacMillan at Tillypronie
A Mystery Photo

List of Echoes Contents to Issue 22

The carved ball found in Davie Souter's garden in more detail than
previously seen.

Sheena Blackhall shares a poem that looks anew at this central feature of our
Howe.

How were goods transported to Tarland in the past ? Joyce Marchant finds
some answers.

Some long forgotten aspects of Tarland life are uncovered by Jim Forbes.

Simon Welfare tells the story of an unusual event recorded in the Gordon
family archives.

Paddy Heron describes the accumulated finds from nearly thirty years of
field-walking.

A re-evaluation of contemporary sources leads Lindsay Mair to new
conclusions.

What is going to happen to the Old Kirk bellcote that was taken down two
years ago?

One thing leads to another in this 'bedtime story' by Deirdre Rattray.

A look at the life of this "most enigmatic of Victorians" from Huntly by Joyce
Marchant.

Andrew Wilson celebrates the achievements of accordion-player/composer
Rob McCombie.

At last we can view and search the contents of every CHG Newsletters and
Echoes page.

Another local archaeological excavation reveals more about the earliest
people in this area.

Peter Craig discovers reports of an earthquake and identifies some of the
people affected.

Anke Addy wonders about some items found in her loft.
Brian Black finds some fascinating photos that belonged to his father.

A photo from Jean Still of a magnificent occasion that we hope someone can
identify.

A complete issue-by-issue listing of every article published in our Newsletter
and Echoes series.

Editor

Sheena Blackhall

Joyce Marchant

Jim Forbes

Simon Welfare

Paddy Heron

Lindsay Mair

Editor
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Andrew Wilson

Editor
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Peter Craig

Anke Addy
Brian Black
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Editor’s Piece

Dad's Pride And Joy
The Migvie Charmer
Corrachree Pictish Symbol Stone

St Wallach’s Stone

Yet another stone!

The Ballad of Corrachree

Sheila Ross (1935 -2018)
The Poachin' Loon
Inspired by Lady Clark of Tillypronie

We Must Not Forget

Logie Coldstone School Project

What happened to Bombadier Reid?

CHG Outing to the Craw Stane at Rhynie
Hammer and Tongs

The Way We Were

From Tarland to the Land Down Under

The Ald Tarland Bus

Rediscovering Boghead Cottage and Mrs Martin

George Abel 1856 -1916

Echoes 24 December 2018

Some of the background to this year's bumper issue.

Rob Blackhall restores his father's Oliver 80 tractor.

Ron Fletcher from Toronto is puzzled by one of his ancestor's gravestones at
Migvie.

This neglected local symbol stone gets a fresh look from Lindsay Mair.

Who would have dreamt of such goings on in Logie Coldstone over 150
years ago?

The cupmarked stone at Migvie Kirk is another local treasure easily
overlooked.

The lyrics of this traditional ballad resurrected recently by Shona Donaldson.

Our tribute to this greatly missed founder member of CHG.

And we mark the passing too of Rob Adam, village stalwart and gifted Doric
poet.

Marion Miller explores the background to Lady Clark's Cook Book.

Dan Snow argues that our children must not think that history belongs to
the past.

And these pupils take this message to heart with their WW1 project.

It is just a postcard - but what is the story behind it?

A memorable Group moment in 2006 captured in a photo.

Jim Forbes researches the history of the blacksmith trade and of our local
smiddies.

1899 travel writer James Coutts describes Tarland as it was then.

The personal account of a bold journey to Australia when Sandy Mellis
emigrated in 1960.

Sandy remembers the Tarland 'Bluebird Bus' and its passengers in verse.
Isabel and Andrew Wilson share discoveries they have made about their
house's past.

Joyce Marchant reviews the many perceptive Doric poems of this Udny Free
Church minister.

Peter Craig
Rob Blackhall

Ron Fletcher

Lindsay Mair
Editor

Mary Munro
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Editor
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From ‘Notes And Queries, Aberdeen Journal 1908’

An Old Well at Oldtown of Kincraigie

Tarland Show
A Far Travelled Bell

Scrapehard
The Ordie Diatomite Workings

Another Tarland Old Kirk Bellcote Update

Wanted on Sheriff's Warrant

He Was Habit and Repute a Thief

“A disgrace to a civilised nation!”
From our archive

It’s Just a Story

And a photo from these times

Mummy Moo and the Rubber Carrots

A Series of Coincidences

Royal Warrant For Cromar?

Editor's Piece
The Woman who Measured a Mountain
Alexandra McDougall - a spirited and stubborn woman

Did you know?

An advertisement about a possible inheritance from a wealthy Masson from
Cromar.

A rare insight into the largely forgotten and lost technology of rural water
pumps.

An evocative poem by Sheena Blackhall - with some appropriate photos.
The surprising story of a local kirk bell shared by Lawrie Lennox.

Sheena follows a tradition of using local place-names in verse.

Peter Craig gives a comprehensive account of this local industry using new
sources.

Restoring the bellcote is not as straightforward as was hoped.
A wonderful relic of Victorian policing in the form of a 'wanted poster'.

A contemporary newspaper account of the high-profile trial of the arrested
thief .

A sheriff gives his forthright views on Tarland in this 1808 newspaper extract.

One interesting photo of the Square that we haven't published before.

Mildred Coutts recalls her childhood days in a very different Tarland.

Drummy wood on the move!

Deirdre Rattray shares another children's story from when her family were
young

It just had to be Tarland for Rita Barnes.

Prince Charles expresses his deep attachment to this area.

Echoes 25 December 2019
Some of the background to this year's ‘silver jubilee’ issue.
A scene in the life of Fanny Workman, Lady MacRobert’s mother.
The story behind a memorial plague in Glen Tanar churchyard.

Rob McCombie tells us where the Tarland Show was held originally.

Editor

Peter Craig

Sheena Blackhall
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Peter Craig
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Editor
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Cromar Folk Abroad

An Occasion to Remember

A Lady of Means

Birse — a Parish within the Province of Mar

From our Archive

A Mystery Solved

A Bothy Experience

Tarland Remembered — 1947 to 1960

The ‘Clubbie’
The Roadside Memorial on the Clash

Poems from Sheena
The Blue Cairn of Balnagowan - and other long cairns
Johnny the Joker

Ken Glennie (1928 —2019)
The Wee Plastic Bag

Tarland as it was in 1851

Alastrean Quarry Visit, July 2019

The Baron’s Court at Tarland — held on 26" November 1730

A ‘Rural’ Evening in Logie Coldstone Hall

A Working-Man Astronomer and his Telescopes

The story of pioneer John Fletcher who emigrated to Canada from the Braes.

150 pupils and staff pose for a photograph outside Tarland School in 21995.
Jim Forbes untangles some unexpected local connections
with the slave trade in Antigua.

Joyce Marchant reviews published accounts of life in Birse
through the centuries

Two photographs of named local Junior Red Cross members from the 1930s.

Now we know why there were so many cavalry riders in Tarland in 1934.

A description of life in a bothy in 1860 as recalled by Donald Farquharson.

Sandy Mellis shares some memories of growing up in Tarland before he left
for Australia.

More details emerge about the hut built by Tarland District Club around
1926.

Press reports describe a life cut tragically short

Six poems from Sheena Blackhall that have particularly strong Cromar
connections.

Lindsay Mair seeks to understand how Neolithic long cairns relate to their
wider landscapes.

Simon Welfare discovers a surprisingly light-hearted side to John Campbell
Gordon.

A tribute to a distinguished contributor who kept in touch with his local
roots.

Mildred Coutts remembers her light-hearted Hogmany party piece.

An 1851 description of Tarland by Samuel Lewis that confirms the history of
our bellcote.

CHG members look at some local geology and some medieval paving
stones.

A rare account from the very early days of Tarland as a village.
Jim Craigmile's photo of 39 ladies at their WRI evening in the late 1960s.

Jane Gill provided this magazine account of her grandfather's unusual
hobbies.

Ron Fletcher
From our archive

Jim Forbes

Joyce Marchant

From our archive
Peter Craig
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Editor
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Epitaphs and inscriptions from Burial Grounds in NE Scotland

Smuggling Times in the Braes of Cromar

Correction and addendum to the diatomite article in Echoes 24

More from our Archive

Editor’s Piece

From the CHG archive

Sir Alexander Ogston

A postcard from the CHG Archive

Ogston'’s Antiquities in the Howe of Cromar
Cromar in 1654

Selling Cromar: 1884-1897

Newspaper Snippet One

New Clubhouse Opened by Lady MacRobert
Dorothy Black (1890 — 1977) - Part One

The Stone Boundary Markers of Meikle Tom and Green Hill

From Oldmill Poorhouse to Woodend Hospital

Sir William MacGregor: from Crofter to Colonial Governor
Some Online Resources

Mary Bella Esson (1888 — 1970) Part One

Jake Broere (1946 —2020)

Building Bridges

This famous 1870s publication by Andrew Jervise includes details of Tarland
gravestones - and links with a recently reported donation to the National
Museum of Scotland

This 1906 Aberdeen Journal article provides a wonderful insight into local
whisky smuggling

Marcus Humphrey supplies details from estate accounts relating to the
Ordie workings

Sphagnum moss was another useful product from the Ordie Moss

Echoes 26 December 2020

An introduction to this year’s issue

Help us identify this wedding please

A look at the life of this outstanding surgeon who built Glendavan House
Tarland Golf Course as it was many decades ago

An insight into how Ogston carried out his field surveys

What Robert Gordon had to say about Cromar in 1654

The story behind the change from tenancies to ownership in Tarland
Disorderly conduct in Tarland - surely not!

Newspaper reports on the opening of the 'Clubbie'

The fascinating life of a best-selling author who lived at Coull
Some overlooked local boundary markers

An unexpected spell in hospital stimulates an investigation into its history
The story of a local crofter's son who made his mark around the world

A list of some websites to visit with information about our local history
The life story of a brave VAD nurse brought up in Tarland

Jake was a greatly respected friend of the Cromar History Group

A newspaper advert from 1821 raises some questions still to be answered
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Editor
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Peter Craig

From our archive
Lindsay Mair
From our archive
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John Strachan and William Fletcher

There’s No Place Like Home!

“A Prettey Little Countrey”

Air Crash on Morven, 1943

Selected Extracts from ‘The Earlier Antiquities of Cromar’
The Thunderbolt Carline / Cailleach-Beathrach

More Proctor Clocks

Tarland Church Bells

Auld Slorachs

Rodolphe Christen

Mystery of the Lady in the Well

Pitline and other Pictish names in the Howe of Cromar
Tales of the Superstitious from Cushnie

Bogmore - and a tantalising reference

An Expanding School

Smuggling Times in the Braes of Cromar — follow-up
Quotable Quote!

Ness McConachie BEM (1925 - 2020)

A Relic from the Old Kirk?

Tarland, The Village

Note that the numbers in the Database Entry column can be used on the Cromar History Group website archive search page to bring up an image of the associated article.

The story of two restless Scots pioneers in Canada

Some reflections by Mildred Coutts on how happy she was - last year

The complex history of the boundaries of Cromar and its parishes

A forgotten wartime air accident

One of the earliest archaeological descriptions of the local area

A poem on the traditional explanation of the origins of the Slochs o’ Carvie
An update on Dorothy Reid's 2002 article on these Tarland clocks

Some details of our local church bells extracted from a rare publication

A great traditional tale by Stanley Robertson from Aberdeenshire Folk Tales
Some references to local history from a rare book about a Swiss artist
Another childhood tale remembered

Some local place names that date back to Pictish times

Stories from a 1914 article reveal the extent of former local superstions
Footnotes in a 1923 paper by W D Simpson lead to a false trail

Some key moments in the development of Tarland School

The two 'brew-houses' described in last year's article are photographed
The definitive meaning of the place name 'Scrapehard' is found

How Ness first became an ROC Observer - and remained one for 48 years

A close look at a small stool with a long history

This poem makes some interesting references

http://www.search.cromarhistorygroup.org.uk/search.php
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